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PREFACE. 



If social devotion be ever a dut^, it is in no form 
more obligatory than in that of domestic prayer. 
Public worship is founded on no other principles than 
those which equally enforce the more retired worship 
of the family ; and if the former has been justly 
deemed a most essential instrument of social virtue, 
the latter might easily be proved to be a mean no 
less important of the same effect. Perhaps there is 
no better way of prefacing a book of the kind which 
is here offered to the public, than by a simple state* 
ment of the good influences of the custom, to promote 
and assist which these pages were composed. 

We may discover the importance of domestic wor- 
ship, if we consider,^ — First, the effect which a conscien- 
tious attendance upon this duty must naturally produce 
in the character of the head of a family. As the act of 
worshipping God, together with those who sustain to- 
ward him the closest and most endearing relations, 
implies a sense of religion, so is it a perpetual auxi- 
liary in the work of cherishing and increasing sacred 
impressions. A man cannot attend to this duty with 
any seriousness and sincerity, and not be more earnest 
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and upright in every other. The fhou^t of the 
office he sustains as leader of the devotions of hi» 
house, must impose a salutaijr restraint, and induce 
a more guarded caution in the rest of his domestic in- 
tercourse ; and a feeling of responsibleness to his fami- 
ly, the desire of consistency, and an unwillingness to be 
regarded with suspicion or contempt by those to 
whom he thus holds out an example, — ^the natui:alcon* 
sequences of this practice, will powerfully aid his 
self-government at all times. A new and strong in- 
ducement will thus be afforded to more exact fidelity 
in all the relative duties, and he will become a better 
husband, a better parent and master* A day com- 
menced with an act so sacred, and so calculated to 
draw forth the purest feelings of tbebeart, wiU cairy, 
on every hour of it, the stamp of piety. The desire 
of preparing himself to lead the devotions of bis fami- 
ly in a suitable manner, will furnish every parent 
with incitements to the pursuit of reli^ous knowledge, 
the study of the scriptures, and above all, to the cul<- 
tivation of his own devQut affections by secret prayer. 
Every sinful indulgence will be the more scrupu- 
lously avoided) mid each christian virtue the more 
zealously practiced. There is no mare unequivocal 
proof of liie sincerity of one'g peno^l ^eU^on, tbim 
&e uniform attention to the dufy of do^iestie wor^ 
ship« Or, if thi^ be pot allowed, tb^ft^ m ^t l^Mt M 



habit more directly leading to a vigilant self-examina- 
tion to discover one's inward character, and more 
pofverfully constraining to an upright and consistent 
external deportment. 

Another advantage flowing from the practice of 
family prayer, is the promotion of the purposes of a 
religious education of the young. Mere teaching 
will have infinitely less efl*ect on a child'& mind, than 
the example of its parents. And when a family of chil- 
dren have grown up where no domestic prayer was ever 
heard, it is not possible they should have that dispo- 
sition to pray themselves, or that taste for devotional 
duty, wMch they would have had in other circum- 
stances. Can we conceive of any religious acts more 
likely to awaken and cherish in a tender heart the 
sentiments of piety, than those pious services in which 
(hey have joined with a revered and beloved parent, 
in the home endeared to them by the most interesting 
associations? Nothing is more likely to secure a 
place for serious instruction in the youthful bosom, 
than the observances of domestic worship. They 
are continually repeated, and most persuasive calls 
upon them, teaching them the value and the purposes 
of religion; they leave in>pressions not easily to be 
erased ; and if no prints of piety appear directly to 
ensue, yet in some future year, perhaps after the fa- 
ttier has long lain in the tomb, the heart of the sou 
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my xefxm to d»i 8^ne iv4)ere]^IMtV^eMtbf i^ 
vptions of hia paxeot^ apd renew or ib^t^tei^lw <^n 
TOWS of pietff 

Another benefit resulting from hsp^ prsgreF, i^ tde 
opportomtj i|: pLQprds of briaging the seTeral duties 
and trutl:^s, most nidc^s^ty to be often recalled to thct 
minds of tho^^ who si^tain tb^ doqoie^tic relationSf 
strongly before ^|),eir n^ind^t) a|id, ii^ the loost splemi^ 
n^anper. Tb.e^, t9% iihe icoQi|pteAipiwaftdeWft«Wg^'» 
ment^ of i:^.ligipnare felt:ii?:W4iR6^ite te«^de«^ow wbis^P 
tidey are tliug 9PU§btf Acte pf d®ni^l^<^. deyotiop, are 
at onc^ a pijpteptipp* agaiij^t any u^teFiPptipn^ of tiba 
, harmony and kind afie^tio^is wbi^cb QN^t to prevail 
among the mep^tier^ of ibe sam^ bousi^hqld^ and the 
mo^t efficacious r^n^^4^ of all such Qvi}4« B^^vt^ 
which often meet m Qod, cannot be ea?iilj divided HJ^ 
t^ieir nnmtual affection. Strife, a»d b^ri^si?^ a^ 
ang^r^ can neyei: be in^f^atfis of tbi?^ sam§ 4^^|ip&^% 
pr^er. Tl^e bo^r pf ^pjrsi^p, a^ oft^n afi it «9^W)?t 
will beaft lic^ur <)f Bft^ce> ?ii\d twd^m^s^, aftd.Jpy^. 1% 
a word, dpinestic pietj, lyhirlc^itmQ^tppwiei'fHHf pro? 
Qiotes all the virtiwes wbich render l)ome sacred^ 
keeps pure ^nd bright tbp fountain of thQ^ joya 
which render it so dear. 

As an aid to the prpper government pf a household^ 
the practice of family prayer js. of importance ; wbil^ 
it affords occasion for improving parental authority 
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to the beat piii|Miiei«. Ayoi^ifweesteDdour nigvii 
beyond the limite of ooe dwelling, and cooitder the 
effect o/tfie example of a faioily habitually obaervant 
of religioiis woishqi apon ita neighbours, we can hard* 
Ij fiiil to be c«nmnced of fhe importance of fhiaduty* 

But these hints are enouj^ it is tbouj^t, to call 
' the attention of the reader |p^ the subject The more 
he reflects upon it, the more be must he convinced 
Qiat U^e eustom of unituig^aV the membetrs of aiamilj 
at such frequently recurring Sje^ons, in a devojit ac* 
knowledgment of God« a^cjriptions oi praise and |ra'> 
^tude for each &yqur eiyoyed, suppUeatipos fyt die 
^ b]e3singa needed^ and a humble resigpatiou of them- 
selves to the will of Heaven, mu^t have a m^t salur 
tary effects All which reason suggests as natural ^d 
right in creatures like ourselves — ^all which scripture 
^veals of our obU^tioD8^Mg€;s, and final s^countr-r 
^^ to enforce suclf a practice ;. not cao: any oh? 
j^ction^ to this 4»»ljf be brought, which is of weight 
9U$cient to coiuiterbalanceihe least of ^eadvanl^^os 
vrhicb flow from it* 

The design of these^ as of all forms of pr9yer> 19 ^ 
rather to aid than to supersede the labours of those 
who employ them. No one mind can express the 
feelings of all other minds ; nor is it possible that we 
should be so well satisfied with the expressions formed 
for us, as with those we select for ourselves. Both 
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the greater profit and the higher satisfaction of the 
exercise of prayer, will require that we use helps only 
as such, and that we learn as soon as possible to do 
without them, or, rather, to go beyond them. Every 
family has its own peculiar circumstances, which 
ought, as much as may be, to form subjects of prayer 
or praise. And if the noAd be scrupulously confined 
at all times to a form of words prepared beforehand, 
it may lose much of that fervour, which it else would 
increase, by acts of worship. 

The writer would not be supposed to have pub- 
lished these forms with any idea of excelling those 
already in use ; but these, it was thought, were not 
so numerous as to render useless the addition of 
others. His aim has been to make the prayers as 
simple as possible, and to comprise all that variety of 
subject and expression which the case required. The 
public will judge of the execution with the kindness, 
it is hoped, which a well-intended endeavour is 
thought to deserve ; — and that his book may be the 
means of increasing the influences of piety, and the 
virtues of social life, is the prayer of the author. 



PRAYERS- 



SUNDAY MOENING. 

Eternal God, creator of the world, we 
devoutly call upon thy holy name. Help 
us in these solemn moments of worship, 
to separate our thoughts from every other 
object, and fix them upon thee. Penetrate 
our souls with a sense of thy divine excel- 
lence. Mingle with each emotion of our 
hearts, the influences of thy sanctifying 
spirit. Fill us, O God, with a lively con- 
viction of thy greatness and glory, a ten- 
der sense of thy gentleness and love, an 
avdiil impression of thy justice and au- 
thority. Pardon all which shall be unwor- 
thy in our offering, and accept whatever 
in it is sincere. 

O thou who hast life in thyself, the first 
and the supreme ; from whom all other 
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beings derive their existencei and to whom 
all other beings owe their powers ; we 
prostrate ourselves before thee. By thy 
permission only we exist. Thy word can 
instandy destroy, as it did originally cre- 
ate us. Each motion of our mortal bodies, 
and every feeling of our immortal souls, 
teaches us our dependence and our frailty. 
Without God, we are nothing, and can do 
nothing. Having breathed into us the 
breath of life, and inspired us with under- 
standing, thou didst, in the exposure and 
weakness of infancy, protect and cherish 
us. Our helplessness could not have sur- 
vived a moment> but for the help imparted 
from above. And it is thy hand, O God 
our Father, which did open to us the path 
of life, as our minds expanded, and our 
years increased; inspiring us with hope, 
girding us with strength, leading us in safe- 
ty through the perils of youth, and measu- 
ring out for us the labours of maturi- 
ty. Thy bountiful goodness, which giveth 
food to all flesh, hath given us our ne- 
cessary sustenance, hath nourished and 
brought us up ; and it is because thy com- 
passions fail not, that we continue to thi^ 
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time, and are among the living to praise 
thee. 

8ourbe of our life, intelligence and hap-* 
piness, we adore, we bless, we magnify 
thy name ; and not only in ourselves, but 
in all the things which were made by thine 
eternal power, we discover the evidences 
of thy perfection. The heavens declare 
thy glory. The firmament showeth thy 
handy-work. By thy wisdom, thou hast 
founded the earth, and it is full of thy rich- 
es : so is the great and wide sea, to which 
thou hast given bounds, that it may not 
pass over. The everlasting mountains, 
which thy hand alone could rear, are monu- 
ments of thy greatness. The fertile fields 
yield only the fruits of thy divine bounty. 
The valleys are wet with the dew of hea- 
ven, and every herb and every plant pro- 
claims almighty skill. Innumerable beings, 
to whom thou hast given life, wait ever up- 
on thee ; the witnesses for thee, that thou 
art good. All creatures show forth thy 
ceaseless praise. Marvellous are thy works, 
Lord God omnipotent ; and in wisdom 
hast thou made them all. Thine irresisti- 
ble power strikes us with dread ; thy bound- 
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iMft knowledge fiUa ub with astoiAshmettt. 
Thy governing providence, and redeemiBg 
lavBt oaH for our adoring homage and our 
fet^ent gratitude* We revere thy spotless 
puffity* There is none holy, aa thoit^ Lord, 
aft holy. We stand in awe of thy ma^- 
jesty : we bow aiibfBJssive to thy rightctHis 
will. AH thy ways are ri^t ; all thy laws 
are just ; none of thy eoounandmeol^ are 
grievous. We admire, we love, we trust m 
thee. Father of our spiritsi, imprint thme 
inage on eur souls» Of all which is good 
tliou art the author ; of all which is excel- 
lent, the springs are in thee. Teach us to 
discern the beauty of holiness, and hcdp us 
to pursue that virtue which thou levest. 
May we come soon to a nearer resem* 
blance of thee ; may we continually seek 
to resemble thee more. By the doctrine 
of him who came down from heaven to 
show us the Father, Great God ! may we 
learn what thou art, and what thou requi- 
rest us 'to be : and by the example of 
Jesus, our saviour, the image of the invisi* 
ble God, may we be excited to become the 
imitators of God, as dear children. 

This day, merciful Parent, we beseech 
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thee to be with us. Assist us to hallow iL 
Let its tranquillity be unbroken by worldly 
cares ; its duties undisturbed by evil pas* 
sions; its sacred pleasures unalloyed by 
earthly desires. May all our conversation 
be as becometh saints. In the sanctuary, 
let the presence of God be devoutly rea- 
lized ; and at home, thy nearness to us be 
tenderly felt. Prepare us, Heavenly Fa- 
ther, for all the services of the sabbath. 
Shed down thy gracious blessing on each 
member of this family. Pardon all our 
sins. Fill our hearts with thy love, and 
grant us a part in thy great salvation. 
Gather us all into the fold of the great 
shepherd; and receive us at last to the 
mansions of our Father's house, to go no 
Biore out for ever. 

These our supplications and thanksgiv- 
ings we offer unto thee, the fountain of all 
good, •in the name, and as the disciples of 
Jesus Christ. Aihen. 
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BvjmAY m^mnQ* 



AiMiQHTY G0P4 who haftt given u^ in tfey 
holy word exceeding gveut and preoiousiprQr 
mise^, create in ys that entire confidence in 
thy goodness which those as&nrancesaire in^ 
tended to inspire. May our pi^y be vm^ 
mingled with gloom^ and yet free from all 
presumption. With reverential fear^ may 
we unite filial love ; with undoubtiJi^ 
trust, the spirit of contrition ; with aJtdent 
gratitude, lowlineaa of mind. Let not o^r 
hope be that which perisheth when t|K>ii 
takest away the souL Let not our few be 
that which causeth despair. 

We thank thee, O Gop, for thy mh 
grace manifested to a world lyi^g IB 
wickedne$^9 in that thpu wert pleased to 
compassiowte the condition into whi<?h 
mankind, by their departure from* thee, 
had fallen, and didst send thy Son fr^m 
heaven to dispel the darkness of igno- 
ranee and superstition; to quicken them 
who were dead in trespasses and sins, 
and to turn the hearts of thy disobedient 
children unto thee. We rejoice 4n that 
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^teliverance which Senm Christ, by his la- 
boHFS aitd miracles, his sufferings and 
death, effected for the human race. Where 
once there was enmity to Gon, he has made 
reeodciliation. Where once sin abounded, 
he hath established the reign of truth and 
virtue. Where once the sorrows of a 
hopeless tieath were the termination of a 
painful life, he bath brought the consola- 
tions of immoriaHty, and revealed the joys 
of an eternal state of happiness beyond the 
grave. We thank God for that forgiveness 
of sins wbich is preached in the nanle of 
Jesus to all the world ; for the heavenly 
precepts w^icfa bis gospel contains for our 
gmdattce in duty ; for the inviting encou- 
ragements there presented to induce us to 
escape from the corruption that is in the 
world ; for that hope eet before us which is 
as ati anchor to the soul, sure and steadfast. 
We thank Goo, that as Christ was once of- 
fered to bear the sins of many, so he arose 
again from the dead, and shall appear a se^ 
cond time unto them that look for him with- 
out sin unto salvation^ 

GraM us grace, Almighty Father, 60 
i0 beliete aftd obey thy gospel, that We 
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(Day obtain that eternal life which thoti 
bast promised. May we give earnest 
heed to the things which concern our 
everlasting peace, lest we fall into con- 
demnation, and lose our souls. Awaken 
our fears ; quicken our zeal ; animate 
our hopes, and assist us to give all dili- 
gence to make our calling and election 
sure. Let not the truths which we have 
this day heard, be lost upon us. Deliver us 
from criminal indifference, and impious in- 
gratitude. May the duties which we have 
been solemnly taught, be faithfully fulfilled. 
May the instructions designed for our 
spiritual good, be seriously considered; 
thy whole truth be engrafted into our 
minds, and bring forth its blessed fruits in 
our lives. Give efficacy to our pious re- 
solves. Confirm each holy desire. Help 
us to set our affections on things above. 
Reclaim us from any error into which we 
may have fallen, and deliver us from the sins 
which most easily beset us. Keep ever in 
our minds a lively sense of our responsible- 
ness to thee, and assist us to live in all 
respects as becometh those who must give 
aocQunt. O Thou, by whom actions are^ 
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weighed, and motives discerned ; who art 
merciful to forgive the penitent, but wilt 
by no means clear the incorrigibly guilty ; 
grant that we may find mercy of thee in the 
day of judgment, and be presented fault- 
less befbre the throne of thy glory with ex- 
ceetfing joy. 

We earnestly beseech thee to extend the 
knowledge of thyself, the only true God, 
and Jesus Christ whom thou hast sent, 
throughout the world. May the religious 
privileges which we enjoy, be communi- 
cated, in thy good time, to every nation 
under heaven. And wherever the gospel 
is^ now preached, may its sanctifying power 
be largely experienced. May all who name 
the name of Christ, be careful to depart 
from iniquity. May a spirit of enlightened 
piety, And of unfeigned charity, prevail in 
the churches of our Lord and Saviour. 
?te&erve unity, peace, and concord among 
naen, and' let the cause of truth and righte- 
ousiiess^ be every where maintained. 

Hear these our petitions for ourselves 
dlid for others, through thy met cy in Jesirs 
Chrrst, in whose name we ascribe unto 
ihet «B glory and praise. AittEif. 
2* 
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MONDAY MORBTING. 

Gbeav and glorious God, the day is 
thine, the night also is thine. Thou hast 
prepared the light and the sun. We would 
show forth thy loving kindness in the morn- 
ing, and thy faithfulness every night. It is 
thou who sustainest us in the defenceless 
hours of sleep, and when we awake we are 
still with thee. Encompassed by the same 
care which guarded us by night, we go forth 
to the labours of the day. O God, our trust 
is in thee. Accept our grateful acknow- 
ledgments for the repose which has invigo- 
rated our frame, and for the restored acti- 
vity and cheerfulness of our minds. Give 
also to our virtuous principles fresh 
strength, and revive with new activity our 
desire to .be approved of thee in all our un- 
dertakings. Returning to the labours of 
our ordinary calling, may we not leave be- 
hind us that salutary caution which past 
experience has inspired, nor be unwisely 
forgetful of the dangers which still surround 
us. Let not the still small voice of con-i 
science be allowed to escape unheeded 
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amid tbe excitements of earthly ponuiUK,- 
and the turbulence of our passions. Nor 
let us, O God, be led astray from our only 
true interest, by the allurements of uncer- 
tain, temporary good. Incline our hearts 
to thy testimonies, and not to covetousness. 
Restrain us from selfish indulgences^ Let 
not an indolent habit weaken our powers, 
Bor a worldly temper pervert them. With 
contentment may we receive, and with 
thankfulness enjoy the gifts of thy good 
providence. But save us from too fond a 
reliance on the comforts and hopes which 
pertain only to this world. In all our inter- 
course with others, may we do unto them 
as we would have them do unto us. May 
the law of kindness be on our lips, and 
good will toward all men dwell within our 
breasts. May we delight in every oppor- 
tunity of doing good ; and in no instance 
may we be the occasion of evil to a fellow- 
being. 

Cherish within us, Heavenly Father, the 
tenderest concern^ for the happiness of 
those relatives and friends with whom thou 
hast united us in one family. May we mu- 
tually endeavour to discharge our domestic 
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duties mth tenAetoem and Meliiy. Leer 
the meek» gentle, and pure Bpitk of the 
blessed Jesus, possess our hearts, and in- 
fluence {ill our conduct. With mutual af- 
fection and forbearance, may we exideaveuf 
to ease the burdens, and mitigate the pains 
which any of us may be called to endure« 
Let tranquillity, harmony, and love, abide 
in our dwelling, and the voice of beahh and 
cheerfulness continually be heard in it. 
And wilt thou, Heavenly Father, extend thy 
loving kindness to all such as are connect- 
ed with us by the ties of nature, or of 
friendship. Delight in their prosperity 
and virtue here, and make them heirs here- 
after of the inheritance of thy saints. 

O Thou, whose blessing is on the habita- 
tion of the just, let thy mercy encompass 
our abode, and follow ns in all our ways. 
Be evermore our guide, comforter, and sup'- 
port; and from our united hearts accept 
this tribute of devotion, through Jesi^ 
Christ our Lord. Ambr. 
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tioiVBAY BITENING. 

Unto thee do we lift up our souls, O 
^hou who dwellest in the heavensi but 
whom th^heaven of heavens cannot con* 
tain. Thine eyes, O God, are in every 
place, beholding the evil and the good. 
Thou art never far from any one of us, and 
we cannot flee from thy presence. There 
is no darkness, or shadow of death, where 
the workers of iniquity may hide them- 
selves. The darkness and the light are 
both alike to thee. 

We believe that thou seest us at this mo- 
ment, and discernest every thought and in- 
tention of our hearts ; all the motives which 
actuate, and all the feelings that control us. 
We believe that thou art acquainted with 
all our ways, and takest notice of every word 
we utter, and every action we perform. 
Great God, impress this momentous truth 
upon each of our minds, and cause it to 
sink deep into our hearts. By day and by 
night, at home and abroad, in solitude and 
in society, in business aiid in pleasure^ 
hpwever occupied, aqd in whatever place 
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or circumstances, may we remember that 
ihou art with us, and that no fault we com- 
mit will be overlooked, no virtue we culti- 
vate unnoticed 9 no prayer which we utter 
unheard, and no praise which we express 
forgotten by God. Encircled in thy pro- 
tecting arms, may we fear no evil. En- 
compassed by thine awful presence, may we 
dread all sin. When exposed to danger, 
may we find a rescue from terror by com- 
mitting ourselves instantly to our faithful 
creator. When discouraged by difficulties, 
may our hope be revived by looking upward 
to thee, from whom our help cometh, and 
who will not suffer us to labour in vain. 
When distressed by calamity, may we take 
refuge in thy mercy, and find peace by 
staying our minds on God. Through life, 
may we act always as seeing him who is 
invisible. In death, may we find our con- 
solation in the presence of him, who, when 
flesh and heart fail, will be the strength of 
our heart, and our portion for ever. 

Almighty guardian, benefactor, and 
guide, who daily loadest us with benefits, 
and hast brought us in safety and comfort 
to another night, accept our grateAil ao 



]^m)(w\e4gi9€lit« for all the blesqingB by 
which we are bow surrounded* Let not 
the frequency of thy mercies occasion us 
to forget their value, or make ua cease to 
feel th#t they are all unmerited. Let not 
the constancy of thy goodn^s make us in- 
sensibly to our dependence upon thy will, 
nor permit us to rely on our present secu- 
rity and happiness as a pledge for our fur 
ture condition. In thy wise and gracious 
providence, thou hast ordained that our 
present state of being should be precarious, 
full of changes, and abounding in trials. 
We have here no abiding-plaqe, no unmix- 
ed happiness* We are pilgrims apd 90- 
j[qmrner9 on the earth, a9 all our fathers 
were? Preserve us ever mindful of the iw- 
certainty of life, and all its enjoyments ; md 
wJ^ile we thankfully avail ourselves of all 
the gifts of thy bounty, may we never be 
guilty of loving the creature niore than the 
^§$ttpr, or of laying up treasure for our- 
lif^ve^ upon eiMfth, to the neglect of that bet- 
ter affd n^Qre enduring substance which we 
}lf(Y^ i^ heaven* Help u^ so to pa^ 
tbr^i^h thi»ga temporal, that we finally 
lose nftt things eternal, but: obtain a© en^ 
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tranoe to that kiogdom where are pleastires 
for evermore. 

Accept whatever of duty we have this 
day performed. Forgive whatever has been 
sinful in us. Let no evil come nigh us or 
our dwelling in the night, and bring us to 
the morning, rejoicing still in thy great 
goodness, through Jesus Christ our Lord* 
Amen. 



TUESDAY mORNlNG. 

Infinite and ever-blessed God, who 
doest thy pleasure .among the armies of 
heaven, and the inhabitants of the earth ; 
we thy creatures, whom thou hast lifted 
from the dust, and wilt bring to the dust 
again, would, with deep self-abasement, do 
homage to thine eternal power and majes- 
ty. In thine hand our breath is, and thine 
are all our ways. Thou castest down and 
raisest up ; thou makest rich, and makest 
poor ; thou givest, and thou takest awayl 
All things are subject to thee, and thou 
orderest them according to the counsel of 
thine own will. Heaven and earth shall 
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pass awaj, but thy word shall not fail. 
None can deliver out of thine hand ; none 
can resist thine appointments. All power 
beJongeth unto thee. O God, while we 
stand in awe of this thine unsearchable 
greatness, we would rejoice that thou reign- 
est thus uncontrolled over thy creatures. 
For, blessed be thy name, we can every 
where see that all thy power is exercised in 
wisdom^ and all thy supremacy manifested 
in love. Thou art a just God and a Saviour. 
Thou hatest nothing which thou hast 
made. Thou dost not oppress, and canst 
not do wrong. We rejoice that, feeble as 
we are, k is not upon an arm of flesh that 
oiir confidence is reposed ; that since We 
are too blind to discern, and too weafe to' 
pursue those ends which alone are wise 
and good, there is one above us infiftite ifl 
knowledge, and mighty in strength, to ap- 
point our condition. We bless thefe, O 
God, that we are not left to ourselves, 
needy and sinful as we are, but are the! 
charge of thy faithfulness, and dej[>iendetH 
on thy righteous and holy will. 

Almighty Sovereign, let the thbii^ht of 
3 
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thy power be a terror to us only when we 
are tempted to disobey thee. In the sin- 
cere endeavours we make toward the per- 
formance of our duty, may it be our delight 
to cast ourselves upon thee with the full 
conviction that thou art able to sustain us. 
Amid all the perplexity and darkness which 
cover the present scene of our existence ; 
amid all the disorders and revolutions of 
human affairs, may our minds be tranquil- 
lized by the remembrance that thy power 
and wisdom preside over all, and that thy 
counsel alone shall stand. Let the fear of 
thee banish all other fear from our minds» 
Let our reliance on thee be unv\(averingy 
and our submission to thee perfect. In 
every occurrence of our lives may we be 
enabled to say, it is the Lord, let him do 
what seemeth him good. 

O Thou who givest power to the faint, 
and to them that have no might increasest 
strength, give unto us that strength we re- 
quirt/^ to do and to bear thy whole will and 
pleasure. In thine everlasting arms sup- 
port us ; by thy mighty power defend us. 
Let thy grace be sufficient for us, and thy 
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«itrength be perfected in our weakness. 
Encompassed with infirmity, we implore the 
continual aids of thy spirit to help our infir* 
miiiea. In the midst of temptation, we 
beseech thee, O God, not to suffer us to be 
tempted above what we are able, but with 
every temptation to make a way for our 
escape. 

We render thee thanks for the light of 
another day. We entreat thy favour to 
accompany it. May every hour be usefully 
employed, and all our engagements be con- 
secrated by a regard to thy presence. Let 
this day also close. Heavenly Father, in 
innocence and' peace. 

Through him who died once for all, but 
now liveth by the power of God, we offer 
our prayer, and ascribe to thee, O King of 
kings, and Lord of lords, endless praises. 
Ameiv. 
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TUESDAY £y£ffING. 



Almighty God, the fountain of joy and 
hope, the God of peace and consolation, 
who art the happiness of heaven, and the 
delight of all that know thee on the earth ; 
impress our hearts with the thought of 
thine unbounded goodness. Help us to 
feel, as well as believe, that thou art love ; 
that the happiness of thy creatures is pre- 
cious in thy sight, and that thou wilt never 
withhold from them any real good. Help 
us to contemplate the wide and ceaseless 
operations of thy hand with gratitude and 
joy. May our minds gather up the proofs 
which so abound every where, of thy care 
and bounty. May we perceive every token 
of thy grace and mercy in our own condi- 
tion, and rejoice to trace thy blessings in 
the condition of every thing which lives 
around us. O God, till we know thee, we 
know nothing aright ; till we love thee, we 
cannot taste that felicity of which thou hast 
made us capable, and which our souls so 
ardently desire. Without thee, whatever 
else we may seem to possess, we are poor 
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and miserable, and have nothing which is 
of any worth. In wandering from God, we 
forsake all good, and become the prey of 
inevitable wo. % 

We lament, O Father, that we are so 
prone, after all which thou hast done for 
us, to exclude thee from our affections. 
We lament that not even thy immeasura- 
ble and unceasing goodness to us, has 
awakened in our souls those returns of gra- 
titude which are thy due. We lament that 
we have not been drawn more closely to 
thee by thy repeated kindness, but have so 
often thoughtlessly forgotten, and ungrate- 
fully disobeyed thee. Forgive this great 
unworthiness. Pardon this abuse of thy 
mercy. And wilt thou now accept, Hea- 
venly Father, our offered thanks for each 
blessing which our lot contains ; for the en- 
dowments of our minds, and the faculties of 
our bodies ; the satisfactions of the senses, 
and the pleasures of the soul ; for the peace, 
and plenty, and health, which are yet found 
in our abode, and for the prospect of future 
well-being. We thank thee, O God, that we 
have so long been permitted to experience 
3* 
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the happiness wbioh results from the rela- 
tioBs of kindred and friendship ; that our 
domestic union and social attachments 
have been preserved and blessed by thy 
continued care. Thy hand hath fashioned 
the human heart, and we delight to behold 
in the tenderness of our own hearts another 
evidence that thou art love. May we be 
yet more sensible that our friends we the 
ministers of God to us for good, and never 
forget that thy favour exceeds all earthly 
friendship, and that the gifts of thy bounty 
are greater and more numerous than any 
other benefactor could bestow. Still ena- 
ble us, O God, to be the instruments of 
blessing in all the relations we sustain ; 
and let thy grace consecrate all our connex- 
ions, and cause them to issue in our spiritu- 
al and eternal welfare. 

Our most fervent thanksgivings are due 
to thee, both now and at all timesi for the 
manifestation of thy love in the redemption 
of the world by thy Son Jesus Christ. 
Thou hast not confined thy goodness to us 
to the present life, but, blessed be thy name, 
O God of our salvation, hast extended it to 
our future and everlasting condition. Thou 
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hast opened to us the prospect of never- 
ending improvement in knowledge and vir- 
tue ; thou hast made us capable of a happi- 
ness infinitely transcending all earthly 
goody and enduring for ever, without inter- 
ruption or decay. O may we ardently as- 
pire after that glorious felicity. Let not the 
pleasures of earth and sense be permitted 
for a moment to come in competition with 
the joys of heaven and of eternity. May 
the hope of a reunion to departed friends 
solace our hearts under the conviction that 
our separation is inevitable here, and that 
death must soon sever the closest ties. 
May the darkness of thy providence be illu- 
mined by the joyful expectation of that 
state in which our ignorance shall be reme- 
died, and thy goodness shine forth without 
obscurity. May the desire to be accepted 
of thee in the day of judgment, and of be- 
coming partakers of the felicity which flows 
from thy eternal presence, be our defence 
in temptation, our encouragement in duty, 
and our support in affliction. May we have 
that perfect love of thee, O God, which 
casteth out fear, and attain to the highest 
gratitude of which our nature is capable. 
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We would now yield ourselves unto 
thee, to be disposed of according to the 
counsel of thine own will, assured that thou 
alone knowest what is best for us, and 
canst bestow on us what we need. Ac- 
cept this dedication, and hear the prayers 
which we have now offered thee through 
Jesus Christ thy dear Son; through whom, 
to thee, be all honour and glory. Amen. 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

Father of lights, and fountain of all 
wisdom, impressed with sentiments of awe 
and veneration, we would approach thine 
infinite majesty. Thou art not worshipped 
as needing any thing at our hands ; but it 
becomes us, who are the creatures of thy 
power, the subjects of thy government, and 
the dependents on thy bounty, to pay thee 
our adoration. We would esteem it a 
pleasure and a privilege that we bear our 
part in those praises which all holy and 
good beings delight to render thee. Wilt 
thou animate our devotions, add cherish 
within us those religious affections whicll 
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are the springs of devotion. Increase our 
faith, our humility, and our trust ; give us 
patience under the trials thou ordainest for 
us, and a grateful sense of the favours we 
receive from thy bounty. With penitence 
we confess that we are too prone to forget 
thee, O God, and lightly to esteem the 
rock of our salvation. We lament the 
coldness and languor which have sometimes 
destroyed the satisfaction, and impaired the 
virtue of our religious services. We la- 
ment that the obedience we have attempted 
to render to thy laws, has been so partial, 
so inconstant, and constrained. We la- 
ment that inordinate attachment to earthly 
good which has weakened our desire of 
thy favour, and made us less earnest in the 
preparation for heaven. We lament the 
many sins which we have committed 
through the want of vigilance, and under 
the impulses of passion. We lament the 
faults of our temper, and our hearts ; of 
our dispositions and our conduct. O God, 
convince us more strongly, we beseech thee, 
of the necessity of laying aside every 
weight, and the sins which so easily beset 
us; of mortifying our evil affections and 
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desires, subduing every passion, and every 
thought of our hearts to the obedience of 
Christ. Thou hast taught us, by the voice 
of conscience, by our past experience, 
by our observation of the world, and by thy 
holy word, that there is no peace to the 
wicked. Pardon, we entreat thee, our ma- 
nifold offences, and help us to resolve that 
we will offend thee no more. Suffer us 
not to be discouraged by the difficulties we 
meet with in our endeavours to attain that 
excellence which we are taught to approve. 
Assured that every sincere, though im- 
perfect endeavour, wrll not fail of its re- 
ward, and that thou, O God, wilt compas- 
sionate the infirmities which we penitently 
confess ; may we patiently continue in well- 
doing, and endure even unto the end. 

Indulgent Parent ! we thank thee for the 
return of another day, and for the unbroken 
repose of the night preceding it. Relying 
on thy wise and faithful disposal, we would 
cheerfully renew the various labours of life. 
In each event which may befall us, help us 
to acknowledge thee, and in every thing we 
do, may we seek tp please thee. Giye us 
this day our daily bread, forgive us our.tres- 
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passes, as we forgive tho&ie who trespass 
against us ; lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil ; for thine is the king- 
dom^ and the power, and the glory, for ever* 
Amen. 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

Great God ! behold now with thine ac- 
customed goodness, thy feeble creatures, 
who come to implore thine almighty pro^ 
tection. The frailties of our bodies, and 
the infirmities of our minds ; our many ex- 
posures and continual wants ; the sorrows 
we have experienced already, and the suf- 
ferings which we have yet to encounter in 
this mortal life, compel us to seek in thee 
our safety and repose. And, O God, it is 
our joy and consolation that thine arm, 
which has been so often extended for our 
relief, will still afford us its support in 
every time of need. If we fall, thou canst 
raise us up. If we go astray, thou canst 
restore us. If we are tempted, thou canst 
make a way for our escape. If we suffer, 
thou canst give us a happy issue out of all 
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our afflictions. We, therefore, will com- 
mit the keeping of our souls unto thee. 
Faithful Creator ! we will fear no evil, for 
thou art with us. We will cast all our 
care upon thee, for thou carest for us. 
We believe, and are persuaded, that no- 
thing can separate us from the love of Goi>, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. If God 
be for us, none can be against us; and 
since thou didst not spare thine own Son, 
but delivered him op for us all, we would 
not doubt, that with him, thou wilt freely 
give us all things else, which are necessary 
for us. Forgive us. Heavenly Father, if 
we have suffered ourselves, at any time, to 
question thy goodness, or been betrayed 
into a querulous impatience, or irreligious 
anxiety, or ungrateful despondence. For- 
give us, if, in the hour of weakness, our 
hearts have yielded to fears inconsistent 
with a perfect confidence in thee, or indul- 
ged in distress, forgetful of thy mercy. 
Help us, we beseech thee, to cherish the 
conviction that thou art good in every trial 
which assails us. Nor permit us, blessed 
God, to depart from that trust in thy mercy 
which is our only unfailing support. 
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Receive the tribute of our fervent thanks, 
for the bejoefits which have crowned this 
n»4 ewery ^aj of our lives ; that thou hast 
conducted us thus far on our pilgrimage in 
ivecurity ; hast so seldom smitten us with 
the rod of thy judgments, though we have 
draerved thy displeasure ; and hast enabled 
us to bear all which thou hast inflicted. 
We Ueas thy kind imd gracious providence, 
for the escapes we have made, when dan- 
ger overtook us ; for the safety we have 
^oyed, amidst so many perils. We thank 
thee, that the light of our eyes is yet un* 
quenched, our limbs still active, our senses 
perfect, and our bodies in health. We 
thank thee, that no fatal malady has bereft 
us of our reason, and no oppressive bur- 
dens broken our hearts. We thank thee, 
that we yet are suffered to retain both the 
opportunity and the means of happiness and 
virtue ; that thou hast made our habitation 
the abode of peace ; that thou still preserv- 
est to us the inestimable comforts of domes- 
tic and social endearments ; hast spread the 
table of thy bounty before us, and satisfied 
all our wants. For all our prosperity in 
our tempc^ral pursuits, and all our hopes of 

4 
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spiritual good, we bless thy holy name. 
And now, O Lord God, gracious and mer- 
ciful, with firm reliance on thy power, and 
wisdom, and love, we commit ourselves and 
all our interests, for time and for eternity, 
to thy faithful keeping. From the arrow 
that flieth in darkness, and the destruction 
that wasteth at noonday, wilt thou defend 
us. Lead us in the way which is best for 
us in this life, and hereafter, receive us to 
that blissful abode, which is prepared for 
them that love thee, through our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen. 



THURSDAY MORNING. 

Almighty God, the father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who didst not spare thine 
own Son, but deliver him up for us all, 
that whosoever believeth in him might not 
perish, but have eternal life ; impart unto 
us, his disciples, such a sense of this great 
salvation, that we may have all joy and 
peace in believing. Enable us more fully 
to realize the magnitude of those evils and 
dangers to which by sin we are exposed, 
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and thuB to discover more clearly the ex- 
tent of our obligations to that Saviour who 
came down from heaven to give life unto 
the world. Deeply impress our hearts with 
the inestimable worth of the human soul, 
the excellence of its powers, and the im- 
portance of those purposes for whicft it was 
created after the similitude of God. Teach 
us rightly to apprehend the nature of that 
salvation for which we are so greatly in- 
debted. May we know that it is indeed an 
evil and bitter thing to have forsaken the 
Lord our God, and transgressed his holy 
laws. May we reflect with shame and hu- 
miliation upon our manifold offences. May 
we tremble before the threatenings of thy 
wordy and be melted to contrition by thy 
merciful promises. May we be able to 
comprehend, with all saints, what is the 
length and breadth, the height and depth, 
and to know the love of Christ, which pass- 
eth knowledge. 

O Thou who art rich in mercy, we desire 
to bless thee continually for the great love 
wherewith thou hast loved us. We thank 
thee for our rational and moral nature ; 
for those faculties with which thou hast 
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endowed us, which render us capable of 
infinite attainments in knowledge, virtue^ 
and happiness ; which exalt vlb to eommn- 
nion with thyself, and fit u&r for thy love 
and service. Thine inspiration hath given 
us understanding ; and by thy goodness we 
are called to glory and honour, to virtue 
and immortality. We would reflect with 
continual joy and gratitude, on that deliver- 
ance from guilt, and depravity, and death, 
which thou, O God, hast wrought for us by 
thy Son Jesus Christ. We thank thee, 
that^thou didst send him to* bless us by 
turning us from our iniquities ; that he had 
power on earth to forgive sins; that he 
hath reconciled us unto God by bis blood, 
when by wicked works we were enemies 
to thee ; that be came to teach us thy cha- 
racter ; to assure us of thy mercy ; to re- 
cover us to virtue ; to comfort our sorrows ; 
to deliver us from the power of death, and 
prepare us for an endless life in a better 
world. We bless thee, most gracious God, 
that we are instructed and encouraged to 
ask for the aid of thy holy spirit, by him 
on whom it was poured without measure, 
and who has left us the assurance that thou 
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art more ready to give good gifts unto us, 
than an earthly parent is to communicate 
to bis children. May we share in this and 
every other blessing of the grace that is 
jrefvealed to us by Jesus Christ. Establish 
thy truth, O God, in each t>f our minds, 
and shed its influences on each pf our 
hearts. May the dispositions of thy chil- 
dren be formed within us. May the spirit 
of our Saviour possess the control over us. 
May we adorn his doctrine in all things, 
and ever glorify thee, O Father, by bring- 
ing forth much fruit under the discipline of 
thy providence and word. May we be num- 
bered with those against whom there is now 
no condemnation ; who walk not after the 
flesh. May we cheerfully follow our hea- 
venly guide, bearing his cross ; and at last 
enter into the joy of our Lord, and receive 
the crown of glory that fadeth not away. 
We do not present these our supplica- 
tions before thee, O God, for our righteous- 
ness, but for thy great mercy ; beseeching 
thee to hear and forgive us in the name 
of him who maketh intercession for us ; 
through whom, to thee be ascribed all ho« 
nour and glory. Amen. 
4* 
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THURSDAY EVSNtNG* 



Gracioits God L who tak^&t pleasure in 
them that fear thee, in such as hope hi thy 
mercy ; accept our humble desires to serve 
thee at this time, and assist us to worship 
thee aright. With simpU<$ity and godly 
sincerity would We seek the^. Thou -canst 
ilot be deceived, and wilt Hot be mocked j 
And if we regard iniquity in our hearts, we 
know, O Lord, thou wilt not hear our prayer* 

We own our great un worthiness of the 
favours which we are about to ask, and of 
those numerous blessings we have already 
received. In lowliness of mind, may we 
be yet more fully sensible of our imper- 
fections and sins. Clothe us in humility. 
Make us penitent that we have so often 
departed from the way of truth and good- 
ness ; that im so many things we have 
exposed ourselves to thy righteous dis- 
pleasure ; and in all our attempts to dis- 
charge our duty, that we have come so far 
short of that perfection after which we are 
taught to aspire, by our Saviour Jesus 
Christ. In his most worthy name we im- 
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plore the pardon of all our sins. And for 
tby great goodness' sal^e, O Gon, eur Fatheri 
wilt thoo grant us an exemption from those 
evils which our offences might justly be 
expected to draw down upon us* Let not 
iniquity be our ruin in this world, nor our 
destruction in that which is to come* De^ 
liver lis from all our transgressions. Re- 
new a right spirit within us ; and enable us 
henceforth to live a sober, righteous, and 
godly life, and to press forward towards 
the mark for the ^^rize of our. high calling 
in Christ Jesus. May we exhibit in all our 
relations and employments in life, the fruits 
of the spirit ; love, joy, peace, long-suffer- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance. Deliver us from an earthly 
mind. Save us from all coldness and in- 
difference about the concerns of our soids. 
Take from us all selfishness, pride, aagerr 
and discontent. Dispose us cheerfully to ac- 
quiesce in thy wiU ; thankfully to enjoy thy 
bounty, and with a devout and confiding 
heart, to meditate upon thy divine perfec- 
tions. May we be kindly attentive to the 
condition of all with whom we are oonnect'^ 
ed ; looking not at our own thinf s onlfr, 
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but at those of others. Teach us conde- 
scension towards such as are of low es- 
tate. Open our hearts to the claims of 
the poor, the sick, and destitute. So far 
as we have ability, may we cheerfully mi- 
nister to their necessities. May we be en- 
abled to comfort any who are in tribulation 
with the consolations wherewith we our- 
selves are comforted in Christ. Assist us 
to keep ourselves unspotted from the evil 
that is in the world ; and whatsoever we do, 
to do all to thy glory. May we live by faith 
in the Son of God, who loved us, and gave 
himself for us. Preserve in us a lively re- 
membrance of our obligations to that Sa- 
viour who hath done so much for us ; and 
let it be our continual study, to prepare 
ourselves, by the practice of his religion, 
for the glorious rewards which are promised 
to such as endure unto the end. 

Accept our gratitude, Heavenly Father, 
for thy goodness in keeping us another day 
from all grievous calamity, and continuing 
to us the comforts from which flows sg 
much happiness. We thank thee for the 
food which has sustained us ; for the safe- 
ty and peace by which we have been eur 
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compassed ; for the regular exercise of all 
our mental and bodily powers ; for preser* 
vation from great transgressions ; for the 
blessed hopes of Christianity, and the joy- 
ful conviction of thine everlasting mercy. 
As parents and as chiMren, as individuals 
and as a &mily, we would raise to thee our 
tribute of ceaseless praises. And by the 
love thou bast ever manifested towards us, 
by the promises of thy most holy word, and 
thine in&iite compassion in Christ Jesus, 
we beseech thee still to grant us what is 
good for us. Let our dwelling be an holy 
habitation to the Lord. Let these bodies 
be meet temples for thy spirit ; and when 
our earthly house of this tabernacle shall 
be dissolved, may we find that we have a 
building of God, a house not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. We would 
go to our rest at peace with thee, and with 
our own souls. In the defenceless hours 
of sleep, be thou our protector ; and awaken 
us in the morning to the enjoyment of thy 
favour and blessing. Amen. 
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FRIDAY MORNING. 



O God, who despisest not the prayer of 
the humble, nor forsakest those that put 
their trust in thee ; with the returning day 
we renew our vows and supplications before 
thy throne. Blessed be thy name, that, 
coming as the disciples of him who is seat- 
ed at the right hand of the majesty on 
high, we may have access with confidence 
unto the Father, Assuredly believing in 
thy readiness to hear us, we rejoice in eve- 
ry opportunity to make known our requests, 
and ofier our praises to thee. 

We adore thine impartial goodness. 
Thou art no respecter of persons, neither re- 
gardest the rich more than the poor, for all 
are the work of thine hands. We admire 
thine immutable truth. Heaven and earth 
shall pass away, but thy word never faileth. 
We contemplate with awe and veneration 
thy spotless purity. Thou hast no pleasure 
in wickedness ; neither can evil approach 
or dwell with thee. We praise thee, O 
God, as the sovereign, lawgiver, and judge 
of the universe : whose dominion is an 
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everlasting dominion, and whose law is the 
truth. We adore thee as the God and Fa- 
ther of our Lord Jesus Christ ; a God 
ready to pardon, gracious and naerciful, 
slow to anger, and of great kindness. 
Thou has£ granted us life and favour, and 
thy visitation preserveth our spirits^ Thou 
hast taught us more than the beasts of the 
earth, and made us wiser than the fowls of 
heaven. Thou hast created us in the im- 
age of thine own eternity, and imparted 
to us a portion of thine own intelligence. 
O God, our Maker, there be many that 
say, who will show us any good ? Lift thou 
upon us the light of thy countenance; 
Help us to feel the greatness and dignity, 
the happiness and glory of our relation to 
thee. Help us to employ the exalted pow- 
ers of our immortal minds upon those ob- 
jects which are most worthy our high origi- 
nal, and heavenly destination. Enlighten 
our understandings with the light of truth. 
That which we see not, teach thou us. 
Grant us to attain all that knowledge which 
is necessary and profitable for us ; but pre- 
serve us from a vain curiosity and fruit- 
less anxiety concerning those secret things 
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which belong to thee. May we ever re- 
member that thiBfe unerring wisdom ap- 
points the destiny of thy creatures ; and 
that no real evil can come nigh those who 
are guarded by thee. May the manifesta- 
tions of thy glorious nature and character^ 
which are so abundantly spread around us, 
engage our thoughts, and interest our af- 
fections. O may we learn to see God in all 
which we behold ; to look up to thee as the 
great author and pattern of all which is 
beautiful, magnificent^ or good in nature ; 
and to adore thee as the source of all which 
is lovely, pure, and excellent in our fellow- 
beings. Wherever there is enjoyment, 
may we know that thou art the giver of it. 
And when we are pained by the sight or 
the endurance of suffering, may we feel 
that even affliction is designed as the in- 
strument of a higher good ; that thou chas- 
tenest whom thou lovest. 

Help us, O Thou most merciful being, 
to set thee ever before us ; to live as seeing 
thee who art invisible. Quicken our con- 
sciences, that they may reprove us when 
we wander from thee. Enthrone thyself 
in our affections, that we may yield our- 
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selves without reluctance to thy control. 
Implant within us every good principle. 
Cause us to act under the influence of pure 
motives. Subdue our passions; restrain 
our desires ; direct and hallow our thoughts. 
May no guile or evil communication pro- 
ceed out of our lips; but that which is 
good to the edification of those around us. 
May we bold fast our integrity, and pro- 
vide things honest in the sight of Goo and 
man. Let no selfish purposes interfere 
with our duties. May we seek first, and 
above all things, to please thee, and to work 
out our salvation. Keep us blameless in 
our intercourse with the world, and holy 
in our most secret retirements. May we 
be steadfast and unmoveable ; always 
abounding in the work of the Lord. May 
we never be deterred from what is right by 
the fear of man, nor be allured by corrupt 
influence and example to what is sinful. 
May we stand perfect and complete in all 
the will of God ; being fruitful in every 
good work, and increasing in the knowledge 
and love of thee, our heavenly Father, 
and in that charity which is the end of thy 
commandments. And, at the last, may we 
5 
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be found worthy to enter into the kingdom 
of our Lord, and meet to be partakers with 
thy saints in glory. 

Parent, guardian, and benefactor of all 
men, we would remember in our prayers 
to thee, all those who dwell around us ; all 
our fellow-christians, and all our fellow- 
nien. May the bountiful stores of thy 
providence be opened for the relief of hu- 
man want, and the consolations of thy 
spirit comfort the sorrows of mankind. 
Uphold all good institutions. Give effica- 
cy to all wholesome laws. Succeed the 
means of education. Purify society from 
all corruptions of principle or practice. 
Let the pure and benign religion of Jesus 
be universally preached, and exert a pow- 
erful influence over the hearts of those 
who have professed to embrace it. Let 
thy kingdom of righteousness, peace, and 
joy, be established in the earth; and thy 
will be done here, even as it is done in 
heaven. Hear aiid accept u», O God, in 
mercy, through thy Son our saviour. 
Amen, 
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FRIDAY EVENING. 



Ever blessed and most glorious Lord 
our God, who art, and wast, and art to 
come ; God in heaven above, in the earth 
beneath, and throughout all worlds, we re* 
verently adore thee. Thou hast a just 
claim to our supreme afTection, to our un- 
bounded love. Thy service is our reasona- 
ble service. It is at once our privilege and 
our duty to pray to thee. From thee have 
we derived all our happiness. To thee we 
are responsible for all our conduct. Hal- 
lowed be thy name. 

Since it hath seemed good to thee to pre- 
serve us in life another day, we would now 
render that tribute which is due to thee for 
this unmerited favour. We bless thee, O 
God, that thou hast caused the shades of 
night to descend upon us, and thus pre- 
pared us for another season of repose. 
Accept our united praises for that rich va- 
riety of comfort which thou hast permitted 
us to taste ; for the delights of which our 
domestic relations are the source ; for our 
social enjoyments ; for all the success with 



^ 52 

which our labours have been crowned ; and 
for that tranquillity and peace which pre- 
vail in our abode. And, as at all times, so 
now would we give thee most fervent 
thanks for the infinite blessings of religion : 
of these, no change nor»accident can ever 
deprive us ; but when all other comforts 
have passed away, these will yet remain to 
be the support and satisfaction of our souls. 
O may we not deprive ourselves of these in- 
estimable blessings, by folly, perverseness, 
and sin. Believing, as we do, that thy 
Son came into the world to deliver us from 
the bondage of corruption, and to raise us 
to the character and the felicity of the chil- 
dren of Gon, may we not fail to cleanse 
ourselves from all unrighteousness, and to 
perfect holiness in the fear of God. Suffer 
us not to forget that thou hast inseparably 
united our duty and our happiness ; that the 
wages of sin is death, and that the hope of 
the ungodly perisheth. 

Graciously accept whatever thou hast be- 
held in us agreeable to thy most holy will 
this day. If we have been able to govern our 
hearts and tempers, our words and actions, 
asbecometh the gospel, we desire to rejoice 
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and render thanks to thee. If we have esca- 
ped from all iniquity, and been in any degree 
pious and exemplary in our deportment, to 
tliee be the praise. But, O God, reflecting 
upon the manner in which this day has 
been spent, we have reason to humble our* 
selves for many imperfections. Pardon, 
we earnestly beseech thee, all our offences. 
Thou know^est our frame, and rememberest 
that we are but dust. Enter not into judg- 
meht with us, neither reward us according 
to our iniquities. May we have the sin- 
cerest penitence for our sins, and bring 
forth those fruits of repentance which are 
unto salvation. 

Into thy hands, O Lord, we commit 
ourselves this night. Let thy gracious 
protection be with us in the defence- 
less hours of sleep ; and permit' us to 
behold the light of day with recruited 
strength, and prepared in all our powers 
for the events and duties which m^ then 
be before us. Extend thy blessing to all 
who are dear to us. May those who are 
bound to us by the tenderest ties, be united 
to thee in the bonds of a pure faith and 

fervent piety. Reward our benefactors. 

5* 
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Forgive our enemies, if we have any, and 
dispose us to recompense evil with good* 
Multiply grace, mercy, and peace, to all the 
churches of Jesus Christ. Let thy priests, 
O Lord God, be clothed with salvation, 
and let thy saints rejoice in goodness. 
Send forth thy light and truth among the 
nations who sit in darkness and ignorance* 
Break the rod of the oppressor, and let 
the oppressed go free. Be gracious to all 
those who are in want and sorrow. Esta- 
blish those who are in temptation. Sup- 
port the weak. Increase the fruits of 
righteousness among those who call upon 
thy name, and fill the whole earth with thy 
glory, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 



SATURDAY MORNING. 

O God, by whose mercy alone it is that 
we live and enjoy any good, help us to min- 
gle with the cheerful emotions inspired by 
the return of day, those devout sentiments 
which our relation to thee ought ever to ex- 
cite in pur hearts. Impressed by the con- 
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Yiction that another aeason of secure and 
refreshing sleep har multiplied our obliga* 
tions to thee, we would renew this morning 
the consecration of our bodies and spirits 
to thy service. Assist us, we earnestly 
pray thee, to keep ever before us the true 
ends of life, and constantly to remember 
tbat we are to give account for all the ta- 
lents thou hast conferred upon us. May 
that desire of happiness which exists in 
every human heart, lead our hearts to thee, 
who alone art able to make us completely 
and for ever happy. May the necessity un- 
der which we lie, of labour and care in this 
our jmortal state, cause in us no repining 
^ agaiiist thy providence. Dispose us, we 
implore thee, O God, with diligence, pa- 
tience, and fidelity, to employ our facul- 
ties and strength in our appointed tasks. 
May we shun all sloth and idleness, both 
as sinful in themselves, and the occasions 
of still greater evils in their ejQTects. May 
all our time be innocently and usefully oc- 
cupied ; and every power we possess be de- 
voted to our duty. Deliver us from evil 
thoughts and irregular desires, from vain 
hopes and useless fears. May we ,^ke 
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heed and beware of covetousness ; and in 
all respects use the world as not abusing it. 
Grant us grace, meekly to bear the tri- 
als of this day, and to discharge all its 
duties as thine obedient children. Preserve 
our tranquillity. Supply our necessities. 
Be our ever-present counsellor, protector, 
and friend. Let thy spirit help our mani- 
fold infirmities. Endue us with that wis- 
dom which is from above, and save us from 
the snares which beset us on every side. 
Keep our eyes from tears, our feet from 
falling, and our souls from death. Above 
all, keep us in the fear and service of thee, 
our maker and our judge. Since we are too 
ignorant to know what is best for us, too 
feeble to obtain it for ourselves, and too 
blind to discern the way which leads to it, 
we yield ourselves to thee, O God, to be 
disposed of according to thy will. All which 
we now have is thy gift ; all which we hope 
for must proceed from thee ; and we are 
assured that thou wilt make all things work 
together for good, to them that love thee, 
and believe in thy holy gospel. Direct us, 
therefore, into the love of God, and patient 
waiting for Jesus Christ. May we receive 
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thy truth in the love of it ; be sanctified by 
its power, and guided by its light; be deli- 
vered from every evil work^ and preserved 
unto thy heavenly kingdom. 

We ask and ofier all things in the name 
of Jesus Christ ; through whom be ascribed 
unto thee, the only true God, ceaseless 
praises. Amen. 



SATURDAY EVENING. 

God of the families of all the earth, 
with whom one day is as a thousand years, 
and a thousand years as one day— who ex- 
istest forever, the same holy, wise, just, and 
nierciful being, we adore thy unchangeable 
perfection. Our foundation is the dust, 
and we are crus^^ before the moth. Be- 
hold, thou hast ilade our days as a hand- 
breadth, and our age is as nothing before 
thee. We are the subjects of ceaseless 
vicissitude and inevitable decay; and all 
the glory and happiness of man endureth 
but a little while, and then passeth as the 
wind that returneth not again. May these 
considerations, which are so adapted to 
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humble our pride, to chasten our inordinate 
affections, and to disengage us from earthly 
dependencies, have on each of us their 
most salutary influence. H^lp us to real- 
ize the vanity of temporal things. Make 
us to know how frail we ar^. So teach us 
to number our days, that we may apply our 
hearts unto wisdom. 

We adore that mercy which conceals 
from us what shall be on the morrow. 
We thank thee, O Father, that we pos- 
sess not the ability of foreseeing those 
occurrences which await us in the days, 
months, or years, which are yet to elapse 
before our end shall come« Assist us to 
check every anxious thought concerning 
futurity; remembering that sufficient unto 
the day is the evil thereof. But may 
our entire ignorance of the events yet to 
come, and the uncertain^ of all our ex- 
pectations, excite us to redeem the time, 
and to be instant in season to discharge 
every duty incumbent upon us. Save us 
from the presumption and folly of defer- 
ring any work which thou givest us to do, 
and which it is in our power to perform, till 
some future period. Especially, may we 
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not delay the great buainess of a christian 
preparation for death and judgment. Au- 
thor of our existence, we rejoice that our 
best hopes are placed on a secure and im- 
moveable foundation ; that leaning on 
thine almighty arm, we have a support 
which no arm of flesh can give. With 
thee there is no variableness, neither sha- 
dow of turning. We may rely on thee 
amid every vicissitude, since not even death 
can separate us from thee. Blessed be thy 
name^ that we are permitted thus to make 
thee our refuge. May we seek thee vrith 
our whole hearts, that so we may not fail 
of consolation under any present trial, and 
may meet every event before us without 
dismay. We desire to resign ourselves 
now and evermore to thy disposal ; trusting 
that thy goodness will adapt our strength 
to our duties, and with every trial afford all 
needed grace to help us to bear and to im- 
prove it. 

With sentiments of devout gratitude, 
we would close another day and week. 
If thou, O God, seest in us any sin of 
which we are ignorant ourselves, in 
m^ey deliver us from our blindness, and 
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purge our iniquity from us. If thou seest 
any virtue begun in us, help us to carry it 
forward to perfection. ' May we go to our 
rest at peace with thee, with our own 
minds, and with all the world. Let thy 
guardian care be our shield and defence. 
And if our eyes shall behold another of the 
days of the son of man, may it be our first 
desire to enter on it in thy love, and to de- 
vote it to thy service. 

Hear us, O God, in heaven, thy dwelling 
place, and when thou hearest, answer and 
forgive, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 



SUNDAY MORNING. 

Blessed be thou, Lord God of our fa- 
thers, for ever and ever ! Thou, even thou,' 
art God alone. Thou hast made heaven, 
the heaven of heavens, with all their hosts ; 
the earth, and all things therein ; the 8ea> 
and all that is therein ; and thou preservest 
them all. Honour and majesty are before 
thee ; thy name alone is excellent. The 
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innumerable company of angels worship 
thee ; the spirits of just men made perfect 
worship thee ; all thy works praise thee, 
and thy saints bless thee. Every good be- 
ing must adore and love thee. Unite our 
hearts, O God, in thy most worthy praise. 
Let thy holy spirit sanctify us ; let thy 
great compassion spare us ; let thy boun- 
tiful goodness bless us. 

Infinite Creator, we acknowledge our ob- 
ligations to reverence the hand that made 
us ; to submit to the power on which we 
depend ; to be thankful to the author of all 
our happiness. We know that to obey 
thee is our first duty, and to trust in thee, 
our most precious privilege. The perfec- 
tions of thy nature command our homage ; 
the kindness of thy providence wins our 
affection. Every thing we see around us, 
every thing we feel within us, proves to us 
how much we owe thee, and how impossi- 
ble it is for a moment to live or be happy 
without thee. O let these convictions of 
our minds be fixed unalterably there ; never 
may we cSase to feel and to acknowledge 
our dependence, as weak, ignorant, and 
erring creatures, on our almighty, omni- 
6 
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scient^ and perfect creator^ Never may we 
cease to feel and to acknowledge our ob- 
ligations to that GoD^ who is alone able to 
provide for our wants, and by whose good- 
ness we have ever been sustained, pro- 
tected and blessed. O Thou who ti^est 
pleasure in them that fear thee, assist usr 
we beseech thee, in all our endeavours to 
perform our duty, and keep thy love in our 
hearts continually. 

We would be thankful for those meaos 
of grace with which we are favoured; 
that thou, who didst command the light 
to shine out of darkness, hast shined 
into our hearts, to give us the know- 
ledge of thy glory in the face of Jesus 
Christ ; that the everlasting gospel is 
preached in our land ; that we have the 
holy scriptures in our own language ; that 
we enjoy thy sabbaths ; and may not only 
worship thee in our dwelling, but may go 
up with thy people to the house of prayer, 
and unite in a public tribute at the altar of 
our God. We bless thee, merciful Father, 
for all the hopes and comforts, which, as 
members of the household of faith, we par- 
take with our brethren in Christ. And when 
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we are this day called to the recollection of 
our duties, destiny, and salvation, may we 
be deeply impressed with the value of our 
religion, and awakened to an earnest con- 
cern for our eternal interest. Let the 
divine authority of Jesus Christ be ever 
present to our minds, that we may beware 
of indifference, neglect, and contempt 
toward his instructions. And may we wait 
on the ministry of his faithful servants, 
with that seriousness which is due to the sa- 
credness of their office, and that gratitude 
which we ought to cherish for those who in 
Christ's stead, pray us to be reconciled to 
God. Wilt thou, divine teacher and guide, 
illumine our understandings, direct our in- 
quiries, warm our devotion, quicken our 
consciences, and keep our feet in the way 
of thy commandments. Pardon all our 
sins ; subdue all which is evil, increase all 
which is good in us ; and finally admit us 
to thine everlasting joy ; through our only 
advocate and mediator, Jesus Christ the 
righteous : and unto thee be all glory and 
praise for ever. Amen. 
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SUNDAY EVENING. 



Great God ! who art nigh unto all them 
that call upon thee in truth, and hast pro- 
mised that such as seek thee shall not 
want any good, we beseech thee to grant 
unto us thy merciful favour. Thou hast 
shown us the path of life, and hast made 
thy way plain before us. The dictates of 
conscience, the judgments of reason, the 
promptings of every good affection of our 
nature, unitedly instruct us in our duty to 
thee ; and in the revelation which is by 
Jesus Christ, we are yet more fully and 
clearly taught the things which concern our 
everlasting peace. Let not all this know- 
ledge be bestowed on us in vain. Let it 
not be our condemnation, that light has 
come into the world, but that we have loved 
darkness rather than light, because our 
deeds were evil. O God, when we medi- 
tate on all thy wonderful works, when we 
consider how great things thou hast done 
for us, when we contemplate the love mani- 
fested for us in each event of our lives, 
and above all, in the redemption from sin, 
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punishmenti and death, which is provided 
for us in the gospel, we are constrained 
to admire and love thee, and inclined to de- 
vote ourselves to thee all our days. But 
we lament that these dispositions are not 
. constantly prevalent within us. The cares 
of the world, the deceitful allurements of 
pleasure, and the desire for some present 
temporary good, too often beguile us into 
a forgetfulness of thee, and cause us lightly 
to esteem the rock of our salvation.. We 
have erred and strayed from thy ways, and 
our sins are multiplied against thee. Like 
the morning cloud and the early dew, our 
best purposes and most devout affections 
too often pass imperceptibly away ; or, 
through the violence of temptation, and the 
want of vigilance, we fall into deplorable 
guilt. Mindful how frequently we have 
declined from the path of duty, and sensi- 
ble how exposed we still are to the same 
evils, we do now most earnestly entreat 
thee to keep us from falling, and evermore 
guide us in the paths of innocence and 
peace. Let the truths of religion sink 
deep into our minds, and powerfully af-« 
feet our hearts. May we know what man« 
6^ 
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ner of spirit we are of; and by frequent and 
faithful examination, prove ourselves that 
we may be prepared to encounter tempta- 
tions from without. Let a solemn sense 
of pur responsibleness abide in our minds* 
Looking forward to that day, in which thou . 
wilt judge the secrets of all hearts, may 
we be more and more impressed with tha 
impossibility of sinning without punishment, 
and the awful hazard of sinning without 
repentance. Spare us, O God, from thpse 
evils which, by our past offences, we have 
merited ; and in time to come, assist us to 
walk worthy our high and holy vocation. 
Let the joys thou hast in reserve for them 
that love thee, animate our hopes ; let the 
woes which await the ungodly inspire us 
with salutary fears. Increase our resolu- 
tion to do, and our fortitude .to bear, thy 
most holy will. Deliver us from all blind- 
ness of mind, from all hardness of heart, 
from presumptuous iniquity, and from se- 
cret sins. In all our pursuits, may we keep 
the end of life in view, that we may not 
labour merely for that which perisheth. 
In all our enjoyments, may we guard 
against that love of pleasure which is in- 
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consistent with the love of God. In all our 
sorrows, may we look up to thee, Heavenly 
Father, and be comforted with the assu- 
rance that thou wilt hereafter wipe away 
all tears from our eyes. Through life, may 
we constantly serve thee, and in death, in* 
omphantly glorify thee ; through him who 
giveth us the victory, Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. 

Great God ! to thee we commit the keep^ 
ing of our souls, as unto a faithful creator. 
Dispose of us as shall seem best in thy 
sight. We ask only for tbat^good which 
flows from thy Uessing. We refuse not 
any evil which thy wisdom shall appoint to 
us. Upon thee we fix all our hope ; in thee, 
rest all our confidence ; and unto thy name, 
Holy Father, be ascribed everlasting ho- 
nour. AlffifiN. 
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MONDAY MORNING. 



Almighty and most merciful Father, 
who day after day dost minister to sinful 
man infinite occasions of praising thee, ac- 
cept our unfeigned thanks for all the bless-^ 
ings we have received from thy good pro- 
vidence. Thou art our God, and we will 
exalt thee ; our fathers' God, and we will 
praise thy name. From the first moment 
of our existence, thou hast been doing us 
good. To thy mercy we owe it, that we 
have had our being in this highly favoured 
land ; that we were made the charge of 
kind and virtuous parents, in our early 
years ; have enjoyed in any measure the 
blessings of education, of civilized society, 
and of religion ; and have been conducted 
thus far oh the pilgrimage of life, in cir- 
cumstances so advantageous to our im- 
provement and happiness. -We would 
gratefully contemplate the multiplied com- 
forts of our past and present condition, 
and ascribe to thee, O God, the glory of 
all which we are or have. May we be dis- 
posed to think more of those blessings 
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thou hast conferred upon us ; and less on 
those advantages thou hast been pleased 
to withhold. May no envious desires ever 
have a place in our breasts, but may we be 
able at all times to rejoice sincerely in the 
happiness of others, however apparently su* 
perior to ourselves. And let the humble and 
contented spirit of the gospel possess our 
hearts. May we obey, implicitly, the injunc- 
tion which bids us take no anxious thought 
for the morrow ; to be careful for nothing ; 
but in every thing, by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving, to make known our re- 
quests unto thee. Assured as we are, that 
we have here no abiding place, but must 
soon go hence and be no more seen on the 
eitth, may we lay up for ourselves treasures 
in heaven, apd have our hearts there also. 
Remembering that our Lord and Master 
while on earth, had not where to lay his 
head; that though he was rich, yet for 
our sakes he became poor^ took upon him 
the form of a servant, and toiled, suffered} 
and died, that we might have eternal life ; 
may we suppress every murmur that may 
arise under the trials we are called to en- 
dure, and cheerfully submit to whatever 
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thou mayest deem needful, to prepare us to 
reign with him above* 

Pardon all our past unthankfulness and 
discontent. Pardon our want of faith, the 
coldness of our love to thee, and our un- 
profitableness under the discipline of thy 
hand. Pardon us, that we have attained to 
no nearer resemblance to our divine Mas- 
ter, and have no more of the mind that was 
in him. And now, Holy Father, we beseech 
thee to assist us to live more worthy of our 
high calling. Create in us a clean heart ; 
renew a right spirit within us. May we 
mortify every corrupt affection, and re- 
strain every inordinate desire ; and be tho- 
roughly sanctified in spirit, soul, and body. 
May we learn of Jesus, to be meek and 
lowly in heart; to be gentle and patient, 
slow to anger, and ready to forgive ; piti- 
ful, courteous, kindly afiectioned one to an- 
other with brotherly love. Help us to 
walk circumspectly ; redeeming the time. 
Help us to walk uprightly; to put away 
from us all guile ; and in simplicity and 
godly sincerity, to have our conversation 
in the world. May we be sober, just, 
holy, temperate, ready to every good work, 
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approving ourselves in the sight of God, 
and to our own consciences, and in all 
things unrebukable, until the appearing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Most merciful God, who knowest the 
weakness of our nature, and how prone 
we are to yield to the temptations which 
we daily meet with,, be pleased to grant us 
the continual aids of thy good spirit, that 
we may be effectually restrained from all 
sin, and excited to every duty. This flay 
wilt thou keep us in the fear and love of thy ' 
holy name, in the faith and hope of Jesus 
Christ, and in the practice of all righte- 
ousness. Whatsoever we do, may we do 
it heartily, as unto the Lord, and not unto 
men ; knowing that of the Lord we shall 
receive a recompense. Ignorant ourselves 
of what a day may bring forth, we commit 
to thy merciful care, O God, all our inte- 
rests and concerns. In prosperity or ad- 
versity, health or sickness, joy or sorrow, 
may we glorify thee and improve our own 
souls. And when our days on earth are 
ended, may we be received to the society 
of pure and happy spirits in thy kingdom 
above, through thine infinite mercy in Jesus 
Christ. Amen. 
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MONDAY EVENING. 



O Thou most holy and perfect God, 
who dwellest in light inaccessible, and full 
of glory, and whom no mortal eye hath 
seen or can see, may thy name for ever be 
adored by us, and all thy creatures ! We 
rejoice that thou reignest on earth as in 
heaven ; and that though heaven and earth 
pass away, thou changest not. We adore 
thee for the manifestations of wisdom, or- 
der and beauty, in the universe thou hast 
made. We glorify thee for the wonder- 
ful display of power and goodness which 
we behold in the structure of our own 
bodies, and the capacities of our own 
minds. We praise and worship thee, as 
tliie lord of nature ; the author and con- 
troller of those beneficent operations which 
are continually going on around us, but of 
which we see only a part. Thou causest 
the dayspring to know its place, and the 
sun its rising and going down. Thou ma.- 
kest darkness thy pavilion. Thou givest 
rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons. 
All eyes wait on thee. In thy hands is the 
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breath of every living thing ; * and thou 
givest food to all flesh. Thy blessing is 
upon thy people. The poor committeth 
himself unto thee. Thou art the refuge of 
the oppressed, the helper of the fatherless, 
and the widow^s God and judge. Thou, 
O Lord, art our stay ; it is thou that gird- 
est us with strength, maintainest our lot, 
and causest our cup to run over with good. 
Let all the earth praise thee. Bless the 
Lord, O our souls, and forget not all his 
benefits. 

Unto thee, our Heavenly Father, we ofier 
our thanksgivings for thy continued care, 
and that mercy which has spared us to the 
close of another day. Thou hast upheld 
us in our daily labours ; hast supplied our 
daily wants ; hast been the health of our 
countenance, and the kind guardian of all 
our ways. Blessed be thy great and ho- 
ly name. If in aught we have offended 
thee, O God, by thought, word, affection, 
or deed, we would penitently confess" our 
guilt, and implore thy pardoning mercy. 
Permit us not to go to our rest with any 
unrepented sin upon our consciences; but 
may we be at peace with thee, with our own 

7 
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hearts, and with all the world. In tranquH 
slumbers, may our powers of body and of 
mind be refreshed ; and if it be thy good 
purpose that we should awake again, may 
we arise with a devout purpose of advan- 
cing to higher degrees of virtue and piety^ 
than we have ever yet attained. Let thy 
blessing now descend upon us, Source of 
all good, and follow us through all our 
life. 

And we beseech thee, regard with favour 
all those who have at any time desired an 
interest in our prayers, or whom we are 
bound, by the ties of nature or affection^ to 
remember continually before thee. May 
our friends be partakers in the blessed in- 
fluences and hopes of the christian reli- 
gion. May they in all things adorn the 
doctrine of Goo our Saviour, and experi- 
ence in all circumstances its consoling and 
sustaining power. Promote the c^use of 
truth and virtue. O God ! diffuse the pure 
and heavenly spirit of Jesus through every 
portion of the community in which we live. 
Hay our immediate neighbourhood largely 
partake in its sanctifjring and peaceful in- 
fluences. May the rising generation be 
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brought up in the nurture and admonition of 
theLord^and the aged christian be comfort- 
ed and supported by thee. May the habits 
and principles which prevail, be refined and 
elevated by Christianity. May intempe- 
rance and vice of every kind be restrained, 
and thy people lead quiet and peaceable 
lives, in all godliness and honesty. May 
this land be the asylum of liberty and re- 
ligion. May the arm of the oppressor be 
broken in every portion of the earth, and 
the oppressed go free. May all false reli- 
gions be banished from among men, and thy 
name be known and worshipped through- 
out the world. 

These, and all our petitions, we present 
as disciples of Jesus Christ, ascribing unto 
thee, O Thou most high Goo, all glory 
for ever. Amen. 



TUESDAY MORNING. 

Infinite and eternal God ! who hast 
commanded us, in thy holy word, to pray 
always, and virho art ever more ready to 
give us good things, than we are to ask 
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them ; as a family united by thee in the 
endearing connexions of domestic life, we 
desire to pay thee our tribute of homage 
and praise. With the deepest veneration 
would we contemplate thine adorable per- 
fections. We worship thee, as the blessed 
and only potentate, King of kings, and Lord 
of lords, whose counsel alone shall stand ; 
who doest all thy pleasure among the hostsr 
of heaven, and the inhabitants of the earth. 
We worship thee as a pure and incorrupti- 
ble spirit. Thou passest by us on every side, 
but we behold thee not ; thou doest won- 
ders continually, on the right hand, and an 
the left, but we do not perceive thee. 
Thou hast founded the earth by thy wisdom^ 
and stretched out the heavens by thine un- 
derstanding : by thy knowledge, the depths 
are broken up, and the clouds drop down 
the dew. Thou art mighty in wisdom, 
wonderful in counsel, and excellent in all 
thy works. Holy and reverend is thy name. 
Thou art of purer eyes than to behold ini- 
quity. Sinners cannot stand before thee ; 
but thou regardest the humble, and show- 
est mercy to the upright in heart. We 
worship thee, as the Lord God, gr$iciou&i 
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and merciful, the God of love, and hop^^ 
and consolation ; who exercisest loving 
kindness and benignity ; delightest to make 
thy creatures happy, and doest good con- 
tinually. But, O God, none can shew forth 
all thy praise ; we behold the monuments 
of thy power ; we trace the footsteps of 
thy wisdom, and every moment of our lives 
partake of the riches of thy goodness; 
but none can say^ how great, and wise, and 
good thou art ; none can find thee out un- 
to perfection. Teach us continually more 
and more of thy greatness and glory ; and 
engage our hearts in the study and celebra* 
tion of thy perfections here below. And, 
at the last, may we become prepared for 
thy kingdom and service above ; there to 
worship thee in a more worthy manner, 
and to dwell in the light of thy countenance 
for ever and ever. 

Our Heavenly Parent, renew unto ua 
this morning thy fatherly care and blessing. 
Give us grace to be faithful in our various 
relations and duties, whether at home or 
abroad. May we keep innocency, and take 
heed to the thing that is right. May we 
love one another with a pure heart fer- 
7* 
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vently, and our neighbour as ourselves. If 
difficulties await us, may we have wisdom 
and prudence, fortitude and patience, to 
meet and overcome them. In all our em- 
ployments, may we set thee, O Lord, be- 
fore us, and remember that thou judgest 
righteous judgment, and renderest unto all 
men according to their deeds. May we 
not be slothful, but fervent in spirit, serving 
the Lord. May we be enabled to gam a 
more complete control of all our passions 
and affections, and to render thee a more 
consistent and uniform obedience. Suffer 
us not to be shaken in our resolutions of 
virtue, nor beguiled by the snares of sin. 
In our own abode, may quietness and har- 
mony, health and cheerfulness, piety and 
love, abide. As far as in us lies, may we 
live peaceably with all around us, and do 
unto them all the kind offices of christian 
sympathy and charity. Make us all the 
charge of a kind providence ; and, if con- 
sistent with thy wise, and gracious purposes, 
bring us to the close of the day in safety 
and comfort, through thine infinite mercy 
in Jesus Christ. Amen* 
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TireaDAY evening* 



O Lord our God, from morning to even- 
ingi at all times, and in every place* thy 
name is to be praised. Worthy art thoM 
to receive all homage,, praise, and glory 
from every creature* Thy cbiidreji delight 
in approaching to pour out their hearts be- 
fore thee. We rejoice to be permitted to 
come in the exercises c^ devotion, and 
hold communion with our Gop. Manifest 
thyself unto our minds, O Thou ever pre- 
sent spirit, and help us to think of thee, 
and pray to thee as we ought. Our frail- 
ties and sins might justly cause us to trem- 
ble before thee ; but, blessed be thy name, 
thou pitiest them that fear thee, and freely 
forgivest the penitent offender. We thank 
thee, O Heavenly Father, for that religion 
which has revealed to man thy purposes of 
grace concerning him ; for that Saviour who 
gave himself for our sins, that be might 
deliver us from their dominion and punish^ 
ment, and confer upon us the glorious li- 
berty of the sons of God. We rejoice in 
the declaration that there is no condemna- 
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tion for them that are in Christ Jesus, who 
walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit. 
O may the peace of God, which passeth all 
understanding, keep our hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus. May we possess the 
dispositions of children of God, and of 
faithful disciples and friends of Jesus. 
Grant us, most merciful Father, the pro- 
mised aids of thy spirit, in our endea* 
vours to attain the perfection after which 
we are taught to aspire. Cherish in us a 
love of what is pure, virtuous, and holy ; 
and possess our hearts with a just abhor- 
rence of sin, which is so hateful to thee. 
May we perceive more and more of the 
beauty and desirableness of christian vir- 
tue, and be deeply convinced that it is in 
that alone we can find the true happiness 
of our nature. Living in a world where 
4)vil so much abounds, may we put on the 
whole armour of God, and contend earnest- 
ly against it. May we never be ashamed 
or afraid to maintain the cause which our 
consciences approve,^ under any opposition; 
and suflTer us not, O God, for the sake of 
any thing which the world can bestow, to 
give up our integrity. May we realize and 
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feel always that we are immortal beings, 
destined to another and higher state of ex- 
istence, and that our condition there will 
be according to the characters we here 
form. In this infancy of our being, may 
we give ourselves submissively to the ser- 
vices which alone can prepare us for that 
advancement in knowledge, goodness, and 
happiness, that is reserved for us in the 
future world. Never may we be weary in 
well doing, but be steadfast and unmovea- 
ble, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord; knowing that our labour is not in 
vain in the Lord. Teach us, most com* 
passionate Goo, how to secure our weak 
and wavering minds in the way of truth 
and virtue. In every exposure, may Ihy 
shield defend us. From the evil that is 
around and within us, graciously deliver 
us. Make the path of duty plain before 
us, and keep us in it, even unto the end. 

Accept our grateful acknowledgments 
for the blessings of the day past. Thy 
goodness and mercy have followed us all 
our days. Great is thy faithfulness and 
loving kindness to them that trust in thee. 
Happy are all they whom thou lovest to 
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bless; and without thy blessing, none can 
be happy. Kindly continue to us thy care 
this night. Thou who never slumberest 
or sleepest, watch over us in our unpro- 
tected repose ; and if we rise again, may 
it be to glorify the God of our salvation. 
Visit all the dwellings around us with thy 
heavenly benediction. Restore health where 
it is wanting; confirm it where it is en- 
joyed. Comfort any who are called to 
mourn. Be thou a friend to those who are 
desolate and afflicted. May peace and joy 
dwell in every heart. And may thy good- 
ness, O God, be diffused throughout the 
world ; and thy tender mercies be over all 
thy works^ 

We offer our prayer through our Lord 
and Saviour, Jesus Christ ; who ever liveth, 
making intercession for us ; through whom 
to thee be all glory and praise. Ambjv, 



8S 



WEDNESDAY MORNING. 

Our God and Father, we bow before 
thee in humble adoration. Voucherafe to 
us, needy and dependent as we are, thy 
gracious help and blessing. Grant us more 
of the spirit of prayer and devotion, and 
let our offering of praise be accepted in thy 
holy presence. 

Thanks be unto thee, for the protection 
of thy kind providence during the repose 
of the night past, and for the privilege of 
once more uniting around our domestic 
altar in religious worship. May a solemn 
impression be made upon our minds, by 
these successive exercises of devotion ; 
and let not our service degenerate into a 
lifeless formality. Enkindle within us the 
pure flame of piety and benevolence, and 
let it burn unquenched in our minds. Aid 
us to conceive more worthily of thy divine 
nature and character. May we know thee, 
as thou art, in all the loveliness and glory 
ef thy perfections. May we commune 
with thee, as with the friend nearest of all 
to us, and having the most powerful clainods 
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to our fewent attachment. O Gou, help 
us to give thee our hearts, and to love thee 
-as we ought. Never may the thoughts of 
thee be entirely absent from us* Never 
may we separate ourselves from thee by 
wilful sin. Send thy blessed spirit into our 
minds, and let it illumine, sanctify, and com- 
fort us. May none of the truths thou hast 
taught us, be lost, or neglected, or abused. 
May thy truth be our acknowledged rule, 
counsellor, and guide, in all the pursuits of 
life. 

Adapt the communications of thy grace, 
and the discipline of thy providence, O 
God, to our several characters and wants. 
Unto thee are known all our necessities, 
whether temporal or spiritual. Compas- 
sionate our weakness. Defend us in our 
peril. Direct us in our doubts. Support 
us in our difficulties. Deliver us from 
temptation, and pardon all our sins. In 
the midst of the darkness and perplexity 
of our present state of being, may we 
ever remember that thou art light, find with 
thee there is no darkness ; and relying on 
thy power, and wisdom, and goodness, 
may we fear no evil for ourselves or others. 
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lany further than is consistent with An ab- 
solute submission to thy disposal. Save 
us from moroseness, and an unthankful, 
murmuring disposition. Save us from an 
unguarded and intemperate enjoyment of 
the good things thou art pleased to bestow 
upon us. In the gifts of thy bounty, may 
we rejoice to acknowledge thy goodness ; 
and in every comfort we daily partake, see 
a new proof of thine unmerited kindness. 
May we be cheerful, contented, and grate- 
ful ; seek to diffuse happiness, and miti- 
gate sorrow wherever we are ; and dili- 
gently apply all the powers we possess, to 
those uses which religion and charity pre- 
scribe. 

Extend thine accustomed care to us this 
day, in all our concerns and engagements. 
May we be industrious, persevering, and 
prudent ; upright, faithful, and zealous, in 
the duties-of our station and calling. May 
we act with a single purpose in all things ; 
making it our great end to please thee, our 
Gob, and to maintain a good conscience. 
Purify us from all unholy desires, and all 
unchristiian dispositions. Subdue the ir«^ 
r.egularities of our passions. Correct the 
8 
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errors of our undorstandiogs, und ke^ 
both our hearts and minds in the way of 
thy laws, and in the works of thy command- 
ments' Thus may we glorify thy holy 
name ; and at length attain to everkstka^ 
life, through JesMs Christ Qur Loixl. As^eiN* 



WEDNESDAY EVENING. 

SuPR£]^ELY great and gloriouB Goo ! wh^ 
art above all, and through all, and in us all, 
Lord of heaven and of earth ! vre admire, 
we revere, we bless thee. Tliou art wor- 
thy to receive all glory, honour, and power ; 
for thou hast created all things, and for thy 
pleasure they are, and were created^ Thou 
openest thine hand, and satisfiest the de- 
sire of every living thing. Bounteou^^ God, 
whose goodness to us began with the first 
moment of existence, and has followed us 
all our days, we have no words to express 
the greatness — ^we cannot number the sum 
of thy benefits. O may thine overflowing 
mercy fill our hearts with all the gratitude 
which they are capable of containing. 
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We thank thee for the rich variety of 
good which comes to us through the ele- 
ments of nature^ and the operations of 
providence. We thank thee for food and 
raiment, for shelter from the storm, and a 
covert from the heat ; for the delights of 
home and domestic intercourse ; for the 
pleasures of society and friendship ; for all 
the invaluable blessings of which our pa- 
rents, kindred, benefactors, and teacher^, 
have been the occasion to us ; for all fliie 
happiness we have derived through the in- 
strumentality of our fellow beings. And, 
most of all, would we render praise to 
thee, O God, both now and ever, for spi- 
ritual blessings in heavenly things, in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. Thanks be unto thy holy 
name for the souls with which thou hast 
gifted us, more precious to us than worlds, 
partaking of thine own intelligence, and 
stamped with the image of thine own eter- 
nity. Glory be to thee, O God, for the 
light of knowledge, the means of educa- 
tion, and all the rich provision thou hast 
made to furnish our minds, and train them 
up to wisdom and virtue. All blessing and 
praise be thine, for the niercy which brought 
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thy dear son into the world, to redeem our 
souls from darkness, misery, and death ; to 
guide thy wandering creatures into the way 
of truth and peace, and to recover them to 
the lost image and favour of God. Let 
not all this grace be received by us in vain. 
Suffer none of us to turn away from him 
that speaketh from heaven, or to neglect 
thy great salvation ; but make us partakers 
in the redemption there is in Christ. May 
he dwell in our hearts by faith. May we 
be transformed by the renewing of our 
minds into the same image, and possess in 
all things the mind that was in him. 

Let thine eye, O God, be upon us, and 
thy care be ove^ us, to keep us from all 
danger and harm this night. Give us re-, 
freshing repose, and awaken us with the 
returning light, to serve thee with a more 
cheerful and willing obedience in all the 
duties of life. 

All glory and praise be unto thee, our 
God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amept. 
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THURSDAY MORNING* 



Parent of all good, by whose indulgent 
bounty our waats are so liberally supplied, 
and our condition so distinguished by the 
tiumber and variety of its enjoyments, ex- 
cite within our hearts still higher degrees 
of gratititde and love to thee. Never can 
we su^ientty preAm thee for the favours 
bestowed upon us. Our past ingrartitade 
is a cause for shame and repentance. We 
are thoughtless, and do not consider ; we 
are blind, and do not perceive ; we^ a#e in- 
sensibiey and do not feel thy goodness. 
Occupied in the busy cares of the world, 
we are prone to exclude thee from our 
thoughts. In the satisfactions we derive 
froiffi thy gifts, we overlook the source from 
whi^h they spring. Surrounded by thee, 
upheld by thy power, protected by thy pix>- 
vidence, and blessedf by thy love withcmt 
ceasing, we yet but seldom thiiik of thee 
as we ought. We are^ evil aikd laoithankful 
in the ffiidst of all the motives which ought 
to excite us to devotion and piety. O 
correct in us these utiworthy and sinful pro- 
8* 
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peasities. Teach us more duly to consi- 
der the operations of thine hand ; to think 
of all thy loving kindness ; to perceive all 
the manifestations of thy perfections, and 
to meditate upon them with humble, grate- 
ful, and affectionate hearts. 

O God, our Creator, Benefactor, and 
Father, to know thee, to love thee, to obey 
thee, is our highest honour, and our great- 
est happiness. It is this alone which con- 
fers upon us a real and essential prece-> 
dence over the inferior creatures with which 
we inhabit the earth. It is this alon^ 
which diffuses light, and joy, and hope, 
and consolation, over the dark and toil- 
some path of our terrestrial life. It is this 
alone which opens to our view such pros- 
pects in the future world, as afford us the 
surest and most adequate support under 
the troubles of the present. In knowing 
thee, we know the, source of whatever is 
great, whatever is good, whatever is beau- 
tiful and perfect. In loving thee, we love 
that being who unites in himself all which 
call merit our veneration, our gratitude, our 
affection and confidence. In obeying thee^ 
we obey the wisest, the most righteous, the 
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kindest sovereign, whose laws tend solely 
to our good. Do thou assist us, merciful 
Father, always to perceive and feel this 
truth, and to act consistently with this per- 
ception and feeling. May we desire more 
earnestly to attain to greater degrees of 
that piety, which is thus our wisdom and 
happiness, and the true glory of our nature. 
May we strive with still increasing exact- 
ness to discharge those duties, which be- 
long to us as thy creatures and thy chil- 
dren. We pray that our love may abound 
yet more and more in knowledge and in all 
judgment ; that we may be able ever to 
discern and to approve things excellent; 
that we may be sincere and without offence 
till the day of Christ, being filled with the 
fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus 
Christ to the praise and glory of God. 

Receive, O our Father, the thanks which 
we owe thee for the common bounties of 
thy providence ; for the safety and refresh- 
ing rest of the past night, and the cheerful- 
ness, health, and comfort, of which we 
find ourselves possessed at this moment. 
Let the light of thy countenance be upon 
us, and thy protection as a wall of de- 
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fence round about our dwelling* Gracious" 
]y aid us in those various duties, which, as 
human beings, as members of society, and 
~ as christians, we may be called this day to 
perform. Dispose us to avail ourselves of 
every opportunity for the exercise of the 
virtues which our religion enjoins. Permit 
us not to withhold good from any to whom 
it is due, when it is in the power of our 
hands to do it; and suffer us not in any wise 
to be the cause of evil. In the bosom of 
our family, may we cultivate the meek, 
gentle and affectionate temper of Christ. 
May we labour assiduously to promote each 
other's happiness. May we practise all 
that forbearance and tenderness which shall 
alleviate to one another the burdeiis of life ; 
and with a cheerful contentment, may we 
partake of those enjoyments which are al- 
lotted to us by thee. Teach us a proper 
frugality, industry, and prudence. Teach 
us to moderate all our desires, to chasten 
all our hopes, tq^be ever mindful of our im- 
mortal destination, and to refer all our ac- 
tions to thy judgment. Direct us, O Lorb? 
in all our doings with thy most gracious 
favour, and further us with thy continual 
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&elp5 that in all our works begun, con- 
tinued, and ended in thee, we may glorify^ 
thy holy name ; and finally, by thy mercy, 
obtain everlasting life, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 



THURSDAY EVENING. 

Gracious God ! who hast caused the 
shades of darkness again to spread around 
us, suspending the labours of men, and in- 
viting them to repose, we give thee thanks 
for this wise and merciful provision for the 
welfare of thy creatures. In the tranquil- 
lity which now prevails around us, in the 
rest and peace which have succeeded to 
toil and anxiety, and in the blessing of 
sleep, we see the delightful tokens of thy 
tender care. Partaking in these as in so 
many other of thy bountiful favours, may 
our hearts be drawn in gratitude toward 
thee, and consecrated in willing obedience 
to thy service. 

Before we lie down this night, we would, 
as a family, present our united offering of 
prayer and praise to thee, who art the 
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God of our lives, the fountain of our joys, 
and the foundation of our hopes. Vouch- 
safe to us thpse mercies which our charac- 
ters and condition peculiarly require. In 
this season of quietness and repose, may 
we commune with our own hearts, and 
learn what manner of persons we are and 
ought to be. Help us, O thou ever present 
witness and judge, to search and try our 
ways. May we impartially reflect on all 
the feelings, passions, words, and actions 
which we have allowed in ourselves this 
day. Assist us to prove our conduct and 
dispositions by the unerring precepts and 
perfect example of our Lord and Master, 
Jesus Christ. May we faithfully inquire 
whether our obedience to thy precepts, O 
GoD) has been uniform and entire ; whether 
integrity and purity, love and kindness, hu- 
mility and meekness, have been preserved 
in our deportment to one another, and all 
around us ; whether we have attained any 
advancement in piety and virtue, in chris- 
tian knowledge, faith, charity, and holiness. 
Help us penitently to confess all our imper- 
fections and sins ; to reflect with sorrow 
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oa our many failings! uid to eeek eantatly 
thy forgiving mercy in Jesus Cbrist. 

We thank thee^ O Father, for the^xpe- 
riemoe we haYo this day bad of thy good- 
oefis; Thou hast again been our i&ield 
and defence, our guide and helper in the 
labours of our temporal calling. Thou 
hast spread the table for us from the stores 
of thy bounty, and supplied our daily wants. 
No fatal accident has been suffered to be* 
reave us of our lives or faculties. No d^- 
eaae or calamity has seized upon us. Our 
friends are continued to us. Our do- 
mestic, relative, and personal blessings re* 
main unimpaired. On every side we be- 
hold a thousand reasons for gratitude and 
joy. To thee, O Goo, we owe all our ex- 
emption from sorrow, and the various com- 
forts and hopes we now possess. Thou 
bast spared us with distinguishing kind- 
ness, while many of our fellow-beings have 
been brought to the trial of affliction. 
May we rejoice with moderation, and a 
wise reference to the uncertainty of all 
earthly good ; and compassionate the sor-> 
rows of oth^rS) as those who must them- 
selves also suffer adversity. Make us tern- 



Iterate in all our pleasures, humble in all 
our pursuits, and resigned in all our hopes, 
devoting all we have and all we hope for 
to the glory of God. And now, O Father^ 
encouraged by thy past goodness, we cheer- 
fully surrender ourselves and all our in* 
terests into thy hands. So long as it shall 
please thee to continue our tranquillity 
unbroken, our comforts undiminished, and 
our hopes undestroyed, we would conse- 
crate ourselves to thee in grateful obe- 
dience of all thy commands. And when 
thou shalt see fit to reverse our condition, 
and visit us with pain of body, or distress 
of mind, to bereave us of friends, or to ex- 
pose us to calamity, may we still look up 
to thee with unwavering trust, and love 
thee with unabated affection. Let thy will 
ever be our choice ; thy law our delight ; 
thy favour our chief good ; and thy mer- 
cy our unfailing consolation. In prosper- 
ity or in adversity, may we pursue the 
path of duty without weariness, and with 
patient fidelity. And wilt thou, great God, 
be to us still a guardian and friend, and a 
present help in every time of need. 

Grant us this night thy protection. And 
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in the morning, may we, with pious gra- 
titude and mutual love, again surround 
thine altar, and enter with new vigour on 
our domestic and christian duties. 

We pray for all the families around us. 
Wilt thou, the God of peace and love, mul- 
tiply grace, mercy, and peace to them. 
May there be heard in every dwelling the 
voice of health and joy. May the spirit of 
the meek and lowly Saviour abide in every 
heart. In mutual kindnesses, and in all the 
expressions of unfeigned . good- will, may 
we promote each other's happiness so far 
as we have power. We pray for the sick, 
the infirm, the aged : God be merciful unto 
them, and bless them. Impart the conso- 
lations of true religion to the afflicted ; re- 
lieve the needy; enlighten the ignorant; 
reclaim the vicious. O let the wickedness 
of the wicked come to an end, and esta- 
blish thou the just. Bless our country in 
all its interests. Bless the whole family of 
man ; and may thy kingdom come, and thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven ; 
for thine is the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory, for ever. Amen. 
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FRIDAY MORNING. 

O Thou whose righteousness is everlast- 
ing, and whose compassion never faileth ; 
we adore thee as our king, our law-giver, 
and judge. Heaven is thy throne, and the 
earth thy footstool. None can resist thy 
power, or deny thy authority, or break thy 
laws with impunity. Thine eyes behold 
all thy creatures, at all times and in every 
place ; and thou wilt render a reward to 
those who seek thee. O God, we would 
prostrate our souls in thy presence, and 
implore thy favour. Thy creating hand 
hath formed us, and thou hast upheld us in 
being, from the beginning of our days. 
Thou hast conducted us through the vicis- 
situdes and toils of life. In thee we own 
our highest benefactor ; and in thee we 
acknowledge our best friend. Except thou 
prosper our toil, we labour in vain. Ex- 
cept thou smile on our enjoyments, we 
cannot be happy. 

O God, we rejoice in thee ; we confide 
without fear in thy disposal. As thou 
canst never do us wrong, so we believe 
thou wilt never withhold from us the things 
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which are best for us. If we sin, with 
thee there is forgiveness for the penitent 
offender. If we obey, with thee there is 
a reward for the obedient. Nothing, O 
God, we are assured, can ever make us tru- 
ly miserable, but our own conduct and dis- 
positions. The pure heart shall be blessed 
of thee. The path of uprightness shall 
lead us to certain and everlasting felicity. 
No creature can divide us from our creator : 
no earthly evil can deprive us of heavenly 
good. O may we then wash our hands in 
innocenoy, and purify our hearts from 
every thing which defileth. May we love 
thee, most merciful Father, with increasing 
devotion, and be bound inseparably to thy 
service. Let no delusion corrupt our ima- 
gination ; let no false views of happiness 
beguile our desires ; let no sin attract us ; 
let no temptation overpower us. May we 
be filled with the knowledge of thy will, 
and walk worthy of the Lord in every re- 
lation and engagement of life. Enlarge 
our conceptions of thy perfect nature and 
character. Show us, O God ! thy glory. 
Make us sensible how great and good a 
being we serve ; and attach our affections 
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to thyself, by all that we see in the universe 
of thy wisdom, power, and love ; and all 
which we daily experience of thy tender 
care and unceasing bounty. May we re- 
verence the dictates of conscience as thy 
voice speaking within us. May we receive 
with meekness the truths of thy revealed 
word ; and keep them ever before us, that 
we may not sin against thee. Quicken 
us, O God, according to thy word. Make 
us alive to thee, earnest in every good 
work, and zealous for the attainment of 
every excellence. May we be blameless, 
vigilant, sober, patient, sincere in all our 
words, faithful in all our engagements, not 
self-willed, nor soon angry. May we guide 
all our affairs irreproachably, provide things 
honest in the sight of all men, and as much 
as in us lies live peaceably with all. Fill 
us with a warm and active charity. May 
we not be covetous, but devise liberal 
things. Enlarge our opportunities of use- 
fulness, and dispose us to improve all the 
means we possess of doing good. May we 
perform diligently whatsoever thou hast 
appointed us to do, knowing that the night 
of death soon cometh, in which no man 
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can work. For that solemn event wilt 
thou prepare us. Save us, O God, from 
the folly and guilt of confining our thoughts 
and affections to the fleeting enjoyments 
and pursuits of the present world ; and 
grant that when all the ties which bind us 
here are dissolved, we may be received to 
that enduring inheritance, which thou hast 
reserved in heaven for them that lave thee. 
May we learn and practise now all those 
lessons of christian piety and beneyplence, 
which will not only make us happy while 
we live, but give us hope in death, and 
finally introduce us to the abode of ever- 
lasting joy and love. To that end wilt 
thou bring us, and all who are near and 
dear to us. And may all mankind be 
brought to the faith and hope of Christ, 
and partake in the eternal redemption 
which he hath obtained for us. 

These our petitions, we present as the 
disciples of Jesus ; through whom to thee, 
who art God over all, be endless blessing. 
Amen. 



9* 



102 



FRIDAY EVENING. 



O Lord ! the high and holy one, whose 
glory is above the earth and heavens, from 
the rising of the sun to the going down 
of the same, let thy name be praised. We 
adore thee as our creator, and we are fear- 
fully and wonderfully made. We adore 
thee as our preserver, and acknowledge 
with jgy the care thou hast taken of us. 
We were early cast upon thy mercy, and 
thou, Lord, hast never forsaken us. We 
adore thee as the God of our salvation; 
who hast sent thy Son into the world, not 
to condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be saved. When there 
was no eye to pity, and no arm that could 
save, thou didst look with pity on a world 
lying in darkness, sin, and death, and thine 
arm brought deliverance. Blessed be thy 
name^ that the Saviour thou hast provided 
for lis is able to save even to the uttermost ; 
that in the gospel we profess, we have all 
that instruction and all that encourage- 
ment which our ignorant and feeble minds 
may require. There we are taught that 
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thou art love ; that thou wouldst not that 
any should perish, but that all should come 
to repentance. There life and immortali- 
ty are brought to light ; pardon promised^ 
and happiness, without end or intermission, 
revealed, as the portion of them that love 
thee. We thank thee, O God, that thou 
didst impart thy holy spirit without measure 
to thy Son, and bear witness to him by mira- 
cles and signs from heaven. We adore 
thy mighty power, which enabled him to 
give sight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, 
soundness to the maimed, and life to the 
dead. We thank thee for that piety and 
benevolence which marked his whole char- 
acter, and shone /orth with surpassing 
brightness in the last acts of his life, and in 
his death upon the cross. We bless thee for 
his triumphant resurrection from the grave, 
and glorious ascension to heaven, where 
he is now at the right hand of the majesty 
on high. O God, may we count all things 
but loss, in comparison of the excellency 
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus our 
Lord. May the hopes which, as christians, 
we enjoy, inspire us with a devout ardour 
in thy service ; and may our gratitude for 
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thine infinite mercy, as manifested in the 
redemption of the world, be as great as 
our hearts are capable of feeling. Form 
us to a nearer resemblance to thyself. 
May we become in our humble measure 
partakers of a divine nature. May we 
learn yet more of thy wisdom and good- 
ness ; and increasing in knowledge, may we 
increase also in admiration and love of all 
thy perfections. May we earnestly con- 
template the character of Jesus, who, 
though he was rich, for our sakes became 
poor; and, to serve our eternal interests, 
humbled himself unto death, even the 
death of the cross. Inspire us with a holy 
desire to render the only returns we can 
make for his goodness, by doing good to 
others, and keeping all his precepts. May 
we have the joy of a conscious resemblance 
to him, and of adorning the doctrine he 
hath left us, by lives of spotless purity and 
evangelical devotion. 

Forgive us, O God, that we possess so 
, little of the mind that was in Christ. For- 
give us our many imperfections and sins. 
Forgive us if we have this day left any thing 
undone, which it was our duty to do, or 
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done that which we ought not to have done. 
Accept our grateful acknowledgments for 
the favours of the day; for our reason, 
heal thy domestic comforts, and social enjoy- 
ments, for our daily bread, safety, and 
peace. Prosper the endeavours we have 
used in our lawful pursuits of a temporal 
nature ; but especially succeed all our ef- 
forts in the cause of truth and piety, of 
our own improvement, and the welfare of 
others. May we never be weary in well- 
doing. And wilt thou, who seest not as 
man seeth, purify our hearts from every 
corrupt motive and evil bias, that so our 
services may become more worthy thy di- 
vine acceptance. • 

Let thy power defend us this night, and 
thy goodness bless our repose ; and if we 
shall arise again to behold the day, may it 
be with hearts full of gratitude to thee. 

And now, through him who loved us, 
and gave himself for us, we would ascribe 
all glory and praise to thee for ever. Amen« 
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SATURDAY MORNING. 



We look up unto thee, O God, the eter- 
nal source of wisdom and purity, the foun- 
tain of our joys, and the foundation of our 
hopes, beseeching thee to enlighten our 
minds, to sanctify our hearts, and to grant 
us thy gracious blessing and guidance in 
all our ways. What we know not, wilt 
thou teach us. May we have worthy ap- 
prehensions of thy nature and providence, 
and a right understanding of that religion 
which is taught us in the gospel of thy Son. 
May our hearts be endued with every pi- 
ous and ^rtuous disposition ; and under the 
influence of thy heavenly truth, may we 
correct all that is amiss, and each day in- 
crease in all goodness. 

We render thee our humble praises for 
the many advantages and comforts of that 
condition in which thou hast placed us. 
We thank thee that we live in a land of 
freedom and knowledge, in a civilized and 
christian community, under a good go- 
vernment and equitable laws. We bless 
thee for the peace and tranquillity, the 
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health and bappinessi which are still found 
within our dwelling. We acknowledge 
thine unspeakable goodness, in forming us 
ci^mble of the delights of domestic life, 
and for all those blessings of which the 
relations that bind us to each other are 
the source* O God, may our hearts meet 
in thee, as in our first and best friend ; and 
let thy blessing consecrate ail our earthly 
connexions. Teach us how we may most 
effectually promote each other's true inter- 
est, and dispose us to love one another 
with a pure heart fervently. May no bit- 
ter or resentful passions ever find place 
in our breasts. May no discontent or en- 
vy rise up there. May no undue concern 
for the transitory objects of this world, 
divide our hearts from thee, or hinder us 
from attaining that happiness which is 
the true end of our being. When doubts 
perplex, or anxieties oppress our minds, 
wilt thou relieve and comfort us. Permit 
us not to be seduced by any temptation 
from the path of rectitude, nor to yield to 
influences, however powerful, which would 
deprive us of a clear conscience, and the 
approbation of our God. 
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This day may thy unfailing bounty sup- 
ply our various necessities. Prosper, so 
far as is for our spiritual good, the labours 
of a temporal nature in which we are about 
to engage. Keep us unspotted from the 
world ; and under all circumstances, assist 
us to maintain a serene, humble, and grate- 
ful spirit. Frequently may our thoughts 
ascend to thee, our ever-present witness 
and judge, and may we constantly refer 
all our actions to thy word, and be gov- 
erned in all by a supreme desire to please 
thee. Permit us not to be satisfied with a 
low degree of goodness, but may we aspire 
with increasing ardour after the highest 
virtue which is possible to human frailty, 
and go on even unto perfection. Great 
God! be thou ever with us, and let thy 
spirit help our infirmities. Conscious how 
often we have failed to accomplish the good 
we have intended, and fallen into the evil 
which we thought to have escaped, may 
we not lean to our own understandings, 
nor rely on our own unassisted strength ; 
but may our confidence be in thy mercy, 
and our reliance on thy grace. Do thou 
confirm and strengthen our holy resolu- 
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tions ; fortify us to meet temptation ; and 
cause us to come off more than conquer- 
ors, through him who loved us and gave 
himself for us ; who was tempted in all 
points as we are, yet without sin. ' 

We commend to thee, O God, our rela- 
tives and friends who are absent from us. 
We ask thy compassion for the distressed, 
thy mercy for the erring and guilty, thy 
blessing upon all men. Favour the labours 
of benevolence. Promote the cause of 
knowledge in the earth. Extend the chris- 
tian religion to all nations ; and may the 
spirit of the Prince of peace subdue the 
angry and revengeful passions, from which 
proceed wars and fightings among men. 
Let the divisions which exist be healed ; and 
may the world be filled with divine glory 
and human happiness. 

Our Father in heaven, accept our devo- 
tions in great mercy, through thy Son oui: 
Saviour. Amen. 
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SATURDAY £VENIN6. 



O Thou who alone art from everlairtbg, 
without beginning of days> or end of y^ars, 
whoBe counsel standeth fast, and whose 
thoughts extend to all generations, we 
adore and praise thee. Amid the continu- 
al vicissitudes of an uncertain life, it is oir 
joy and consolation^ that thou, O OoD, 
changest not. Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but thou remainest. All that tre 
have trusted and loved beside thee, shftll 
fail and be removed ; but thou never fiiileirt 
them that trust in thee ; and from thetn 
th&t love thee, thy face is never hid— Ay 
favour never withdrawn. 

At the close of another week, we feel 
that it becomes us to renew those salutary 
convictions of the transitoriness of present 
objects, and the vanity of present pursuits, 
which shall serve to moderate our passions 
and desires, aad to prepare us for that pe- 
riod, when we must go hence to be no more 
seen on the earth — to take no more inter- 
est in all that is done under the sun. 
Eternal God ! impress these convictions 
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upon us, and correct every propensity with- 
in us, which might lead us to prefer present 
transitory good, to that which is future and 
everlasting. We would look back on the 
week that is now ending, with gratitude 
for the multiplied favours with which thou 
faast crowned each day as it passed. Our 
obligations to thee, O God, are more than 
we are able to conceive. How precious 
have been thy thoughts towards us; how 
great is the sum of them ! Accept our 
fervent tlyanks that thou faast continued our 
betii^, our health, our reason and iatel- 
famtual fiiculties, our social affections and 
moral powers ; that it hath pleased thee to 
Mpaate our family from calamitous visitations 
of providence, and to grant to each mem- 
ber of it thy protection and blessing. If 
we have done or acquired any good, if we 
have been the means of increasing the 
virtue and happiness of others, or have ad- 
vanced our own, we render all the praise 
and glory to thy name. But we have rea- 
son to lament before thee, for many failings 
and imperfections. With humility and 
penitence, would we recollect our errors 
and sins, our unprofitableness and ingrati- 
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tude, our evil thoughts, affections, words, 
and deeds. Merciful God, from thee we can- 
not hide our sins, nor would we seek to do it. 
We acknowledge and confess our unwor- 
thiness, and most humbly beseech thee to 
pardon and accept us. Help us to learn 
those lessons of wisdom and piety, which 
our past experience teaches us ; and know- 
ing our danger, may we in future take more 
careful heed to our steps, and walk more 
uprightly before thee. Quicken our con- 
sciences. Sanctify our hearts. Make us 
more pure, humble, and devout ; more 
meek, benevolent, and kind ; more sincere 
and inoffensive ; more exemplary and useful. 
If we shall behold another of the days of 
the Son of man, may it be in a state of 
preparation for its sacred employments. 
And, as he was raised by the power of Gon, 
and dieth no more, so may we, being dead 
to sin, rise to newness of life, and seek 
those things which are above. 

Shepherd of Israel, who never slumber- 
est, keep us this night from every evil. 
May we retire to rest in tranquillity, and 
sleep unmolested. Let thy guardian care 
attend us all our days. And when we shall 
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be called to leave the world, and lie down 
to rise up no more, support us in our de- 
parting moments by thy presence, and 
grant us the consolations of a hope full of 
immortality. 

Our God ewl Father, may the religion 
which alpBe can confer these unspeakable 
coiisolafAon«y be made known to all thy 
cbUdren. rBend to those who now sorrow 
as without hope, the glad tidings of salva- 
tion. Have mercf on the nations which 
know thee not ; and grant that the time 
m&y come, in which every knee shall bow 
to Jesus, aud every tongue confess that he 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Accept these our devotions through thine 
infinite wercy; and unto thee, the King 
eternal) immortal, and invisible, be all glory 
and praise for ever. Amen. 
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SUNDAY MORNING* 



Our Father in heaven, the author and 
preserver of our days, our bountiful bene- 
factor, and unerring guide, we implore thy 
blessing with the retura of this holy day. 
We would worship thee who made the 
heaven and the earth, the sea, and fountains 
of water ; who spake, and it was done ; 
who commanded, and It stood fast; who 
said, let there be light, and there was 
light. We would adore thee, who, from 
the beginning, hast declared by the things 
which are made, thine eternal power and 
godhead. The heavens proclaim thy glo- 
*ry, and the firmament showeth thy handy- 
work. Day unto day uttereth speech, and 
night unto night showeth knowledge con- 
cerning thee. We would praise thee, who 
through all times and changes hast preser- 
ved thy name in the earth, but especially 
hast revealed thyself to us by thy Son Je- 
sus Christ ; who hast in his gospel brought 
life and immortality to light ; hast re- 
deemed us from our sins, and made us ca- 
pable of everlastipg felicity at thy right 
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hand. We bless thee who hast sent thy 
Son to die for us, and Hjjjjit raised him from 
the dead, as the forerunner and pledge of 
our resurrection. We glorify thee who hast 
established and preserved a church in the 
world, and hast promised to continue and 
enlarge it through all generations, till the 
knowledge of thy truth shall cover the 
earth, as the waters cover the deep. We 
bless thee that thou hast bestowed on us 
the light of the gospel of Jesus Christ, and 
the ordinances of his religion ; and that 
there is a day set apart for our more imme- 
diate attention to thy worship, and the con- 
cerns of our souls. O God, we thank thee 
that thou hast brought us to this day. We 
rejoice in its light. We rejoice in the pri- 
vileges and promises of which it reminds 
us ; and we entreat thee to enable us to 
keep it holy, and ever to devote it to those 
purposes for which thou hast appointed it. 
We thank thee, Heavenly Father, for thy 
care of us through the past night. Thou 
hast suffered no evil to happen to us, but 
hast refreshed us with sleep, and restored 
us to new activity and vigour. Teach us 
gratitude by thy benefits; teach us wisdom 
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by thy providences; and instil into our 
hearts those prii^V^les of faith and trust 
in thee, and of a willing obedience to all 
thy commands, that in contentment and 
godly sincerity we may walk before thee 
all the days of our lives. 

Merciful Fathar, assist us justly to esti^ 
nmte the vanities of the world, and the in- 
finite importance of the concerns of eter- 
Bity. O God, enable us to lay hold of the 
things which belong to our everlasting 
peace, before they are for ever hidden from 
our eyes. Purify and exalt our affections ; 
renew our Hearts ; subdue within us every 
unworthy desire, and banish all inordinate 
cares. Make us to love thee supremely; 
to seek first thy kingdom and its righteous- 
ness. Dispose us to deny ourselves ; to 
overrule our selfish inclinations ; to. do 
justly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly 
before thee. May we study the example 
of our blessed Redeemer, and be animated 
by those principles of devotion to thy will, 
of humility, patience, submission, and for- 
titude, of love to thee, and usefulness to 
man, of which he set us the example that 
we should follow his steps. 
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Go with those of us, O Lord, who shall 
enter into thy courts this day, and enable 
us to worship thee, who art a spirit, in spi- 
rit and in truth. May we take heed how 
we hear, remembering that for these op- 
portunities of knowing and of serving thee, 
thou wilt one day call us to account. May 
we find it good for us to draw nigh to thee ; 
and prepare us by thy service here for 
nearer approaches, and a more perfect ser- 
vice in thy kingdom above. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, &c. 



SUIfDAY EVENING. 



Our Father, who art in heaven, we would 
approach thee with the afiection and con- 
fidence of children. Though thou art 
far exalted above our conceptions, though 
we cannot comprehend thee in thy power, 
in thy wisdom and excellency, yet we feel 
that we are daily and hourly the objects of 
thy merciful providence — that we are every 
moment supported by thine unremitting 
care. We know that thou art the reward- 
er of those, however weak and imperfect, 
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who diligently seek thee. Prepare our 
hearts to seek thee aright, and enable us to 
worship thee in spirit and in truth. 

We would humble ourselves before thee, 
O God most holy, acknowledging our of- 
fences and our great unworthiness. We 
lament so many blessings as thou hast fa- 
voured us with, misimproved ; so many op- 
portunities of usefulness, neglected. We 
lament our devotion to the world, and our 
forgetfulness of thee, our ingratitude and 
selfishness. O God most merciful, who 
hast given thy Son to die for us, and wouldst 
not that any should perish, but that all 
should come to ererlasting life ; forgive 
us, we beseech thee, all our sins, and en- 
due us with the grace of thy holy spirit, to 
amend our lives according to thy holy 
word. Send down thy spirit upon us, as 
thou art wont upon all who call upon thee 
in faith ; and grant us wisdom and strength 
to resist the evil propensities of our own 
nature, and the temptations which surround 
lis. Repress within us every impure and 
inordinate desire. Stimulate us to greatier 
exertions in our christian warfare, and 
make us to come oflf conquerors, and more 
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than conquerors, through the faith that is 
in Christ. Teach us all thy will ; and 
fit us, by meekness aild purity, by holy 
conversation and godliness, to receive the 
blessings which are prepared for those who 
love thee ; which eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, and which it hath not entered 
into the heart of man to conceive. 

And, O Lord, while we rejoice in thy 
promises, in that glory which thou hast re* 
vealed as the portion of all who faithfully 
serve thee, we would offer our petitions for 
all those who are yet ignorant or neglectful 
of this great salvation. Publish thy gos- 
pel of peace in every land, and sanctify 
every heart by the influences of its spirit. 
We commend to thy care all our relations, 
benefactors, friend^, and neighbours. May 
those who are connected with us by the 
ties of nature, of kindness, or affection, be 
endued with every grace, and enriched by 
every blessing. Forgive our enemies, and 
turn their hearts. Regard with compas- 
sion the sick, the afflicted, and the dying ; 
relieve and comfort them as their circum- 
stances may require. [And, O God, in this 
inclement season, shelter and supply the 
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destitute, and let none want the cemforts 
we 80 liberally enjoy.] [O Thou who caus- 
est the stormy wind and tempest to arise^ 
protect all who are exposed, and be with 
those who go down to the sea in ships, 
and see thy wonders on the great waters, 
and grant that they may reach their desir- 
ed haven in safety.] 

Merciful Father, we would gratefully 
acknowledge thy loving kindness in all the 
blessings thou daily bestowest upon us. 
Thou hast given us life, and breath, and all 
things. From thee we have received the 
good gifts which have crowned our lot ; 
and on thee is founded every hope of the 
future. We cannot feel sufficiently sensi- 
ble of thy bounties, nor make thee any 
adequate return. Give us grace to be 
thankful for them, and to improve them 
to our everlasting welfare. 

O God, who makest the sun to know his 
going down, cause us to adore thy goodness 
in this gracious appointment. Thou draw- 
est around us the canopy of darkness, and 
solicitest nature to repose. Under the in- 
^uences of sleep, the sorrows, the cares, 
and toils of man are alleviated and forgot^ 
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ten ; and even the dominion of the pas- 
sions is broken. In these hours of still- 
ness, when the world and its pursuits are 
shut out from our view^ and we are left to 
be alone with thee^ O teach us to realize 
our relations with that world, whither we 
are hastening, which is unseen and eternal. 
Acquaint us with thee, and with our own 
hearts. Teach us to realize our immortal 
destinies, and make us sensible what man- 
ner of persons we ought to be in all holy 
conversation and godliness. 

We now commit ourselves, O our hea- 
venly Father, to thy care this night. Watch 
over us, and defend us from all harm. Pre- 
pare us for all the duties and events of life ; 
and when we come to the dark valley of 
the shadow of death, be thou our guide and 
comforter, and bring us to the regions of 
endless day. 

We adt and offer all in the name and as 
thB cfeeiples of Jesus Christ ; and through 
him we would ascribe unto thee everlasting 
praise. Ambiv. 
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A lIORI«I!f6 PRATER, 
FOR ANT DAT IN THE WEEK. 

With the return of another morning, 
we would assemble around our family altar, 
and offer unto thee, O God, the sacrifices 
of prayer and thanksgiving. Enable us to 
draw near to thee with grateful hearts, in 
the remembrance of that kind providence 
which hath guarded us in the night season; 
hath given us undisturbed repose, nd awa- 
kened us with the returning light. Make 
us sensible that it is only by thy sustaining 
hand, that we have risen up again and par- 
taken of thy bounty. Impress upon oui^ 
hearts a sense of our entire dependence on 
thee for each moment of our lives ; for 
without thee, we must sink into darkness 
and the grave. Dispose us to see and 
acknowledge thee in our daily blessings^ 
in the supply of our returning wants, in 
the enjoyment of health and social inter- 
course, in the privileges, promises, and 
consolations of religion ; and may we live 
mo longer to ourselves, but to thee, and to 
those whom thou hast redeemed by the 
death of thy Son. 
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We would now, O Lord, devote our- 
selves to thy service. May we know no 
will but thy will ; have no fear so^great as 
the fear of thy displeasure; no affection 
so strong as our love for thee : and in hu- 
mility and godly sincerity may we walk be* 
fore thee all the days of. our lives. 

O Thou who causest the day-spring to 
arise, and light to shine out of darkness, 
shine into our hearts. What is dark, illu- 
mine ; what is low, raise and sustain. Dis- 
pel all evil thoughts and corrupt affections ; 
strengthen and conjfirm all our good reso-* 
lutions. May we live as. remembering 
that we are immortal ; and continually and 
ardently press forward to that purity and 
perfection of character, of which our Sa- 
viour hath exhibited the example, that we 
should follow his steps. And thus may 
every day of our short time on earth, bring 
us one day nearer to a blessed eternity. 

But thou who knowest our infirmities, 
and our many temptations, do thou give ue 
the aids of thy spirit in proportion to our 
needs. Suffer us not to rely on our own 
strength ; for without tihee, we can do no- 
thing. And, O merciful Father, cleanse 
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XXB from our secret faults. Keep back thy 
servants also from presumptuous sins, lest 
they get the dominion Qver us. Forgive 
all our transgressions, and remember our 
iniquities no more. 

Guide and protect us this day on which 
we have entered. Make us faithful and 
diligent in our several callings, knowing 
whom we serve ; and bring us to the even- 
ing in safety and peace. Graciously sup- 
ply all our wants, and suffer not the cares 
and business of the world to exclude en- 
tirely the thoughts of thee. May we be 
mindful that thine eye seeth us. Give m 
true humility and a quiet spirit ; a friendlyi 
holy, and useful conversation. Make us 
always ready to bear each other's burdenSi 
and to deny ourselves—nsitudying to benefit 
Others, and to please thee in all things* 
May we be gentle and easy to be entreated^ 
slow to anger, and fully instructed and 
readily prepared for every good wgrk, but 
inflexible to evil. Give us pure and holy 
thoughts, just dispositions, and an active 
industry to redeem the time misspent. And, 
O God, reward ug not according to our 
iniquities, but sanctify our souls and bo^ 
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diM in this life, and glorify them here^ 
after, through thy mercy in Jesua Christ 

[Thou who art the confidence of the ends 
of the earth, make us to, confide in thee. 
By all the dispensations of thy providence, 
however afflictive, increase our trust in 
thee. Make us to know that every thing 
worketh together for good to. those who 
love thee. Give us an humble and devout 
reliance on thy fatherly care. Defend us 
from all evil, and conduct us by the waters 
of comfort, and in the ways of righteous* 
ness, to thine eternal kingdom.] . 

Hear us, O God, in these our petitions ; 
and accept us, through thy Son our Sa* 
Tiour. Ah£N. 



AN EVENING PRAYER, 
FOR ANY DAY IN THE WEEK* 



Most holy, blessed, and glorious Lord 
God, ^hose we are, and whom we are 
bound to serve, unto thee would we lift up 
our souls. With a deep sense of our unwor«» 
thiness in thy sight, conscious of the defi- 
ciencies of our best se'rvices, and mindful 
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of many tnmsgrewiona, we would hundbik 
ouraekes before thee* O -God^ merdftil 
tnd. gracious, turn not away from us, but 
forgive our sins, and heal our infirmities. 
Cast us not away from thy presence. O 
take not thy holy spirit from us ; but lift 
upon us the light of thy countenance, and 
give us peace. 

^ We entreat thee, O God, to cf eate a 
elean heart, and renew a right spirit with- 
in us. Make the way of our duty plaia 
before us, and may thy law be a lamp to 
our feet, and a light to our paths. ^uSk 
us not to become the victims of our pas- 
sions and appetites, but give us the rule 
over our own spirits. Enable us to sub- 
due all envy, hatred, malice, and unchari- 
tablcness — all our inordinate desires and 
affections — and purify us, as thou. Lord, 
art pure. May we not rest satisfied with 
our present poor attainments, but make ub 
to aspire afler a more ardent devotion, a 
more extended benevolence, and a more 
complete subjugation of our passions. 
Make us to abound in every christian 
grace and virtue — ^in piety, in humility, 
patience, brotherly-kindness, and efaarhy. 
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May we be content in whatever situation, 
thou «halt see fit to place us; and by all 
timt thou shalt call us to do and to eufier 
here, pr^are us for the enjoyment of thee 
in thy kingdom above. 

We would remember before thee all 
ibr whom we ought to pray. May the sun 
of righteousness arise, with healing in his 
beams, hnd bring light and warmth to those 
who are sitting in darkness and insensibi** 
lity, and penetrate every heart to the ends 
of the earth. [May our rulers rule in thy 
fear. Give them wisdom to discern, and 
integrity to pursue the best interests of 
those over whom they are appointed to go- 
vern for good.] Bless all our friends, rela- 
tives, and neighbours. Thou knowest their 
wants, and wilt thou bless them in all their 
concerns ; but whatever thou deniest them, 
deny them not an interest in thy favour. 
Have compassion on the sick, the needy, 
and afflicted, and relieve them according to 
their necessities, and thine own great good-* 
ness. 

We would join in ascribing to thee, O 
Lord, all praise and thanksgiving for the 
blessings we enjoy. Bless the Lord, O 
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WIT souls, and all that is within us, blesft 
his holy name. Bless the Lord, O our 
souls, and forget not all his benefits; 
who forgiveth all our iniquities, who heal- 
eth all our diseases, who redeemeth our 
lives from destruction, and crowneth us 
with loving kindness and tender mercies. 
The outgoings of the morning and of the 
evening praise thee, and we will rejoice in 
the operations of thy hand. Strengthen 
our confidence in thee, and teach us, in all 
that befalls ua, to adore thine over-ruling 
providence ; — in afflictions, detaching U8 
from the world and its perishable objects — 
in all our enjoyments, inciting us to grati* 
tude, devotion, and love. Even in thy judg- 
ments thou remeihberest mercy. Enable 
us to declare thy praise by a life devoted 
to thy service. 

Protect us this night, and give us re* 
freshing sleep. Thou who never slumber- 
est nor sleepest, guard us in our slumbers 
from all harm and disturbance, and awaken 
iis in the morning with renovated vigour 
for thy service. Prepare us for every 
event of life. Prepare us for death ; and 
when we come to make the grave our bed, 
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may we be able to look forward with joy- 
ful hope to the morning of the resurrec- 
tion, when the Son of man shall appear in 
power and great glory, and this corrupti- 
ble having put on incorruption, and this 
mortal, immortality, we may arise to reign 
with him in thy kingdom for ever. 

Hear us, O God, in heaven thy dwelling 
place, and when thou hearest, answer and 
forgive, through thy mercy in Jesus Christ^ 
Aiuif. 
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PRAYERS AND THANKSGIVINGB 



ON PARTICULAR OCCASIONS. 



1. ON THE BIRTH OF A CHILD. 

O Thou Lord and giver of life, we 
would look up unto thee with joj and 
thankfulness, for the recent expression of 
thy goodness in the birth of a child. Bless- 
ed be God that the mother survives her 
peril. May her heart be filled ^ith pious 
gratitude and trust towards the God of 
her salvation ; and disposed to devote her- 
self and the child thou hast given, to thy 
service and glory, so long €U9 they both 
shall live. Confirm unto thy servant thf 
mercy thou hast begun, and in due timt 
grant that she may be recovered to healtbi 
and return again to the duties and happi- 
ness of her family. And wilt thou, O GoD, 
who alone knowest the end from the be- 
ginning, mercifully order all events con- 
oerning this child. May its life be pre- 
cious in thy sight. May it be saved from 
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all calamity, as far as is consistent with 
thy holy puiposes. Give wisdom and grace 
to those who may be intrusted with the 
oare and nurture of its early years. Let 
its mind and heart be protected from all 
evil influences. May it grow up in the 
fear of Gou, and in the faith and hopes of 
a christian. And finally, when its trial on 
earth is finished^ may it be received to the 
society of the blessed in heaven, to the 
joy and peace of thine eternal kingdom, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



2. ON RECOVERY OF A MEMBER OF A 
FAMILY FROM SICKNESS. 

O Thou who art the health of our coun- 
tenance, our strength and our redeemer, 
we desire gratefully to remember thy mer* 
oy to thy servant, whom thou hast raised 
tip from a bed of sickness,. and caused once 
more to return to the enjoyments of life. 
May thy preserving goodness deeply im- 
press his heart, and have an abiding influ* 
ence on his future conduct. Since thou 
hast spared him from going down to the 
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grave, O Lord, wilt thou give him a desire 
to devote himself unreservedly to thee. 
Hay the good purposes formed in the sea- 
son of trouble, be continued in the day of 
rejoicing, and produce the fruits of pie- 
ty and virtue through all the remainder of 
his abode on earth. May the experience 
he has had of thy great faithfulness and 
tender mercy, create in him a filial trust 
and confidence in thee, which no future 
trial shall be able to overcome. Crown 
this and every favour of thy providence 
with those spiritual blessings, without which 
all our enjoyments are empty and unavail- 
ing. Let the conviction of our constant 
liability to sickness and death, moderate 
all our desires, and dispose us to elevate our 
hearts above things seen, and temporal, 
and timely to secure a part in the joys of 
thy kingdom, where pain and distress, sin 
and death, shall no more be known. Hear 
us, through Jesus Christ our Saviour, 
Amen. 
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3. IN CA8E OP 8ICKNB88. 

O Hon merciful God and Father, look 
with pUy, we beseech thee, on thy servant 
whom tboo hast been pleaeed to Tieit with 
flickaese. 6i?e him patience to endure 
his pains^ and a tranquil acquiescence in 
thy holy will. From the bed of languishing 
and distress, may his thoughts ascend to 
thee ; and wilt thou impart comfort and 
hope to his heart, and put underneath him 
thine everlasting arms. So long as this 
maladjT shall confine him, may it be a mean 
of spiritual benefit to thy suffering servant, 
ajad to those who are called to minister to 
him, and are ansious for his recovery. 
And, O thou great and good God, who alone 
canst discern what is best for thy creatures, 
in humble submission we would implore 
a speedy deliverance from this affliction. 
Let not this disease touch the life of our 
beloved friend, but grant healing mercy to 
accompany our efforts for his restoration. 
Spare him, O God,, to be yet a great while 
a blessing to us, and to the world. Cut 
him not off in the midst of his days ; but 

12 
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may he be raised to perfect health, and be- 
come in thine hands an instrument of ex^ 
tensive usefulness, while he shall partake 
in the riches of thy goodness. Neverthe- 
less, not our will, but thine be d<me* We 
feel, O God, how weak and helpless we are 
of ourselves. We know that thou alone 
canst accomplish our desires. Bless' the 
means we shall use, and grant a happy 
event ; or prepare us and thy sick servant 
for the reverse. In all which thou mayest 
appoint to us, may we believe the rectitude 
and wisdom of thy providence, and be ena- 
bled by thy gracious help, to bow without a 
murmur to thy sovereign will. O God, 
our hope and trust are in thee. Let our 
supplication obtain an answer of peace, 
through thy mercy in Jesus Christ. Ameu . 



4. WHEN LIFE IS IN IMMEDIATE PERIL, 
AND THERE IS LITTLE HOPE OF RECOVERY. 

Compassionate God! we flee to thee for 
succour in an hour of bitterness and dis- 
tress. Hide not thy face from us, but have 
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XKiercy upon U8» and appear for our relief. 
With thee, nothing is impossible. Thou 
canst restore even from the borders of the 
grave. O Lord, we are oppressed — under- 
take for us. Shew mercy to thy servant, 
whom thou hast brought very low. Speak 
thou the word, and he shall live. Spare 
him. Father of mercies, and let not the evil 
which we fear come upon us. Into thy 
bands we commit him. Thou carest for 
him, and canst deliver him. We believe 
in thy wise and kind providence. We 
know thou wilt make all things work to- 
gether for good, to them that love thee. 
We rely on thy faithfulness. Compose 
our agitated minds. Give peace to our 
troubled hearts. Comfort us in our sor- 
rows, and prepare us for thy holy will. 
Enable us to maintain our fortitude under 
every burden. O let not our remembrance 
of thy past goodness be lost in our present 
sufferings. Thy chastening hand is upon 
us ; but it is still the hand of a Father. 
Blessed God, we desire not to distrust 
thee ; we pray to be preserved from com- 
plaining against thee. Draw near to us in 
our distress, and may we so feel thy pre* 
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sence as to be comforted thereby. And 
wilt thou, who knowest all his condition, 
be tender and mercifully near to thy sick 
servant, for whom our fears are awakened. 
If the sorrows of death encompass him, 
and it indeed be that he shall rise up no 
more, may he realize his danger, and be 
fortified to meet it. Pardon all the sins 
of his past life. Deliver him from all up- 
braiding reflections, and from the dread of 
death, by enabling him to put his trust in 
the Saviour of sinners ; who hath abolished 
death, and brought life and immortality to 
light. May he lay hold on the hope set 
before him in Christ Jesus, as an anchor of 
his soul. May he confide with unshaken 
faith in the promised mercy of his Creator 
and his God. And may he have a peace- 
ful departure from this world of suffering, 
and be received to the rest laid up in hea- 
ven for those who die in the Lord. Amen. 
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5. FOR A SICK CHILD. 

O Thou who knowest the heart of man, 
and art acquainted with all our griefs, we 
look up to thee in behalf of the sick child 
for whom we seek deliverance. Gracious 
Parent ! let thy long-suffering goodness 
pardon us, if in aught we are too anxious ; 
but we most earnestly beseech thee to re- 
move thine afflicting hand. Destroy not 
the fond hopes which thou hast permitted 
us to cherish. Take not away from us 
this precious object of our affections ; but 
grant, O God, that this child may live to 
be the comfort and support of its parents 
in their advancing years, and a blessing to 
the world in its day and generation. Tet 
let not thy servants desire what it seemeth 
good to thee to deny. Thou gavest — ^thou 
hast a right to resume thy gift. Nor wilt 
thou exercise thy right in anger, but in ten- 
derness and love. May thy will be done. 
We yield to thee both this and all the ob- 
jects which our hearts hold dear ; assured 
that thou art dealing with us, as a father 
with the children in whom he delighteth, 
12* 
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and that hereafter we shall discover the 
rectitude and goodness of all thy dispensa- 
tions. If it shall be thy determination 
that the child shall sink under this disease, 
and be removed from us by death, give us 
strength, O Gob, to bear this grief as be- 
Cometh christians. Possess our souls with 
a pious resignation. Quiet our distressed 
minds. Bind up our bleeding hearts ; and 
may this deep affliction work out for us a 
far more exceeding, even an eternal weight 
of glory. Amen. 



6. PRATER TO BE USED ON THE DEATH 
OF EITHER PARENT; BY THE SURVIVOR^ 
WITH THE FAMILY. 

Almighty and everlasting God ! in whose 
hand our breath is, and at whose command 
man returneth to the dust, we adore thy 
holy providence in the mournful event which 
has removed from these children a. beloved 
parent, and from this family one of its pre- 
cious supports. With afflicted and hum- 
bled hearts we seek thee. O let thy tender 
mercy be for our encouragement and con- 
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solation. Ungearchable as are iky judg- 
ments, yet we believe that wisdom and 
goodness appoint them all. We would be 
still, and know that thou art God— higher 
than the highest, by thy divine compassion 
as by thine infinite power. Thy thoughts 
are not as our thoughts. Our feeble minds 
are unable to scan thy dealings, nor would 
we dare or wish to do so. Pour into our 
troubled hearts the consolations of thy spi-^ 
rit ; Und up the wounds thou hast made ; 
and, O Father, teach us to turn this bitter 
sorrow to our eternal good. Forlorn and 
desolate as are these children, O may they 
find in thee a parent and a friend. May 
they make thee the guide of their youth. 
May their hearts be given to their Creator, 
before sin has corrupted them. And may 
the loss of the tender care and faithful 
counsels of their departed parent, be made 
up to them by the loving-kindness of their 
Father in heaven. God of all mercy, shed 
down thy blessings upon them. Lead them 
in the ways of piety and virtue ; preserve 
them from the cares and sorrows of an 
evil worid ; make them to be numbered 
with thy children here, by faith in Jesus 
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Christy and receive them hereafter to the 
inheritance of thy saints in glory. And 
may this afflictive event be sanctified to all 
this family. Let the rupture of those ten- 
der ties which bind us to the world, serve 
as an admonition — bidding us to beware of 
placing our afiections too strongly on things 
below, and calling upon us to be ourselves 
also ready for the time of our departure. 
May we learn how frail we are — how uncer- 
tain a thing our life is, and the infinite im- 
portance of seeking by a timely discharge 
of every duty, for that peace which can 
never be taken from us. 

We would mingle thanks with our suppli- 
cations and mourning, and bless thee, O 
God, that it has been permitted us so long 
to share with our dear departed relative, 
the pleasures and hopes of existence. We 
would thank thee for all the good of which 
he was the instrument to his family and 
friends ; for the benefits of his good ex- 
ample, and afiectionate sympathy. And 
most fervently would we praise thy name for 
that consolation which abounds by Jesus 
Christ to all who sufier tribulation ; for the 
cheering promises of a resurrection from 
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the grave, and of future rest and ever* 
lasting glory, to those who look for his ap- 
pearing. Supported by thy word, may 
we commit ourselves to thy care, and be 
mercifully guarded, sustained, and blessed, 
through the remainder of our earthly pil- 
grimage ; and at its close, wilt thou receive 
us all to thyself, through Jesus Christ our 
Saviour. Amen. 



7. UPON THE DEATH OF A CHILD. 

O God! our merciful Father, we de- 
sire meekly to bow beneath thy chastening 
hand. Thou gavest — ^thou hast taken away; 
blessed i>e thy holy name. In this season 
of bitterness, disappointment and wo, leave 
not thy children, we beseech thee — ^forsake 
us not utterly. Thou woundest, and thine 
hands make whole. Thou bindest up the 
broken heart, and pitiest the sorrows of 
them that fear thee. Fulfil to us, thine 
afflicted servants, the promises of thy word« 
Grant us strength to bear the burden thou 
hast laid upon us. Help us silently to ac- 
quiesce in that bereavement which has de- 



142 

stroyed our hopes. Suffer us not to faint 
under thy rebuke* Let not our faith faili 
nor our fortitude be overcome^ nor our pa- 
tience depart from us. Enlighten the 
darkness which covers us, by the consoling 
truths of our religion. Send thy holy spi- 
rit to abide with and comfort our hearts. 
While distressed by the remembrance of 
the joys of which thou hast been pleased to 
bereave us, may we not forget that from 
thee we received them all. Teach us to 
see and feel that thou art alike wise and 
kind when thou bestowest, and when thou 
resumest thy gifts. Let no complaining 
thoughts arise in our minds. Let no mur- 
muring word escape our lips. Unto thee 
we resign the beloved object of our re- 
grets ; assured that though lost to us, he 
still lives to thee, in the hope of a joyful 
resurrection at the last day. May we en- 
dure tribulation as becometh thy children, 
and the disciples of Jesus Christ. 

Help us, Holy Father, to imitate the sub- 
mission and patience of our Redeemer, 
who for us, endured agony, and shame, and 
death. Fortify our minds ; tranquilize our 
hearts ; and enable us to convert this sore 
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tiial^ into a mean of spiritual and eternal 
good. Bind more closely to one another, 
the surviving members of this family. In- 
crease in us a tender and faithful affection. 
Teach us how we may best promote each 
other's happiness, and mitigate the sor- 
rows which have befallen, or yet await us. 
May we have one heart and one mind. 
Let thy mercy spare us to one another. 
While permitted to live in the endearing 
connexion which now unites us, may we 
be mutual blessings; and when at 4ast 
death shall divide us from all the ties of 
this, world, may we be received to the 
abode of endless peace and uninterrupted 
joy — ^into the society of pure and perfect 
spirits in thy heavenly kingdom. Amen. 



8. ON THE DEATH OF ANT RELATIVE 
OR FRIEND. 

O God ! the gracious and sovereign dis- 
poser of all events, we acknowledge thy 
holy providence in the death of our la- 
mented friend. May this visitation of thy 
correcting hand be sanctified to us, and all 
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who suffer by it. We bow with aubmission 
to thy willy knowing diat thou chasteneat 
every child whom thou receiveat^ and lay- 
eat affliction on those whom thou loveat. 
By all our triala may we be purified from 
ain, quickened in duty, mortified in our 
earthly deaireai and raised above the world. 
Make ua more and more to partake in thy 
holineaa ; and may each aucceasive be- 
reavement we are called to auatain, be a 
mean of preparing our own aoula for their 
departure, and of increaaing our aapira- 
tiona toward that blessed state, where all 
tears ahall be wiped from our eyea~-where 
there shall be no more pain, sickness, nor 
death — ^which sin cannot invade, nor sorrow 
molest. Enable us, under the loss of 
friends and relatives, and the endeared ob- 
jects of afiection and hope, to remember 
that thou livest, and wilt never forsake us ; 
and that as thou hast appointed unto all 
men once to die, so after death will be a 
joyful resurrection, when they who sleep in 
Jesus shall awake to everlasting life, and 
christian friends shall meet again to sepa- 
rate no more. Amen. 
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9. IN TIME OF GENERAL SICKNESS. 

O 60D9 who hast in thy holy providence 
sent grievous and mortal sickness among 
US9 we humble ourselves with fear and 
trembling before thee. Spare us, O God^ 
we beseech thee, from this heavy judgment. 
Stay the progress of disease, and save us 
from going down to the grave. Show thy 
pity to those who have already been visited 
with this distressing sickness, and merci- 
fully support them in their affliction. Grant 
a blessing to attend the means used to 
prevent the spreading of contagion. Grant 
healing mercy. Where health yet remains 
may it be preserved, and soon may we re- 
joice in a general recovery. And may 
these awful admonitions of thy providence 
not be without effect on the hearts of men. 
May vice and iniquity, presumption and 
pride, irreligion and profanity, be rebuked ; 
and may the truths of the. gospel be more 
worthily received and more faithfully prac- 
tised. To thy compassion we commend 
ourselves, and all around us ; praying that 
13 
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we may be prepared for whatever thou 
shalt appoint for us ; and whether we live 
or die, be accepted of thee, through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 



10. ON DELIVERANCE FROM GENERAL SICKNESS^ 



O MOST compassionate God ! we desire 
to bless thee that thou hast redeemed our 
lives from destruction, and not suffered the 
pestilence which hath prevailed on every 
side, to come nigh us to our hurt. In the 
midst of judgment thou rememberest mer- 
cy; and we would offer unto thy fatherly 
goodness, ourselves, our souls and bodies 
which thou hast delivered, to be a living 
sacrifice to thee. May the late heavy and 
dreadful visitation be attended with the 
sanctifying influences of thy holy spirit ; 
and may we be long spared to rejoice in 
thee, who art the health of our counte* 
nance and our God. Amen. 
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11. AFTER A JOURNEY. 

Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, 
who art always alike near to us, in the 
house or by the way, at home or abroad, 
protecting, guiding, and supporting us, we 
present to thee our fervent thanks for the 
safe and happy return of thy servants who 
have been absent from us. We feel that 
it is because thou hast been our help and 
preserver, that we meet again. Blessed be 
thy name for all the comfort and satisfac* 
tion which is occasioned by the termination 
of this journey, as well as for the healthy 
peace, and security enjoyed in its progress. 
May these instances of divine care and 
mercy become to us new motives to a pi- 
ous confidence in God, and to an uniform 
obedience to the laws of piety and virtue. 
Reminded by these temporary separations 
of that time, when we must be separated 
to meet no more below, may we be indu- 
ced to prepare our hearts for the dissolution 
of our earthly ties, and to seek for our- 
selves and for one another, an interest in 
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those promises which secure to those who 
love God and work rigfateousnessy a hap- 
py reunion in a better world. And we would 
now and ever, with devout joy and grati- 
tude, praise thee, O Heavenly Father, for 
thine infinite compassion to us in the gos* 
pel of thy Son ; for all the consolation it 
affords us amid the darkness and sorrows 
of this life, and the blessed hopes it has 
brought us of the life that is to come. May 
we so spend the transient season of our 
probation here, that hereafter we may be 
found worthy to partake in the felicity of 
thy children ; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 



]2« AFTER A VOYAGE. 

O Thou preserver of men, who art the 
confidence of all the ends of the earth, 
and of those who are afar off upon the 
sea, we bless and praise thy holy name for 
thy goodness to our beloved relative and 
friend, in restoring him again to his home. 
Thine arm encircled him amid constant 
perils. Thy loving-kindness hath been bis 
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May and comfort in a distant land. Thou 
hast suffered no fatal evil to come nigh 
him, Qnd hast brought him in peace to his 
desired haven. O may he understand the 
goodness of God, and consider how great 
things thou hast done for him. Assist us 
to realize that it is thou alone who hast 
kept his soul in life, and that to thee he 
owes all the prosperity which has crowned 
his enterprise. And in this season of re- 
joicing, may all oUr hearts be drawn in pi- 
ous thankfulness towards thee, and fixed 
with new resolution in the purpose of obe- 
dience to thy holy laws. Let thy benedic* 
tion be upon us, O Lord God of our salva- 
tion, through thy dear Son ; in whose name 
be ascribed to thee, all glory and praise 
for ever. Amen. 



13. IN A TIME OF DROUGHT^ 

O Thou who alone causest the earth to 
yield its increase, and givest us rain from 
heaven and fruitful seasons, have mercy, 
we beseech thee, upon us, and grant now 
the timely showers and refreshing rains, 
13* 
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that the labours of the husbandman may 
not be unavailing. Deliver us, O God^ 
from the evils under which we suffer ; and 
teach us by them our entire dependence 
upon thy power and goodness, through 
Jesus Christ. Amen. 



14. THANKSGIVING FOR RAIN. 

O God, who crownest'the year with thy 
goodness, who waterest the furrows, and 
enrichest the earth with rain and the plen- 
tiful dew of heaven, we thank thee for the 
refreshing showers which have been grant- 
ed us. Continue this thy goodness to us^ 
and grant that the labour of the husband- 
man may be rewarded with a copious har- 
vest, and that there may be food for man 
and beast. Grant this, we pray thee, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen^ 
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15. ON OCCASION OF AN ANNUAL 
THANKSGIVING. 

Ever blessed God ! source of all good| 
whose tender mercies are over all thy 
worksy we rejoice in thy paternal govern- 
menty in thy kind providence, and thy ever- 
lasting mercy. We would unite our tri-* 
bute of praise with that which this day is 
ascending to thee from all around us ; and 
we call on our souls, and all that is within 
us, to bless thy holy name. By thy kind 
hand we continue to this time, and are 
among the living to praise thee. Thou 
givest us richly aJl things to enjoy. Our 
cup runneth over with blessings. Inspire 
us with a gratitude in some measure cor- 
responding to our obligations. Help us to 
remember the years of the right hand of 
the Most High, to think of thy loving-kind*- 
ness, and meditate on all thy goodness to 
us ; and may we present to thee such a 
tribute as will be acceptable in thy sight. 

We give thee thanks, Father of mercieSi 
that thou didst create us with the. powers 
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and affections of rational beings ; that we 
were born in this land of christian lights 
where we have beeti, from our earliest 
years, taught to know and love thee. The 
lines have fallen to us in pleasant places; 
yea, we have a goodly heritage. Blessed 
be thy name for the privileges we enjoy as 
members of civil society, and citizens of a 
free country ; for the means of education, 
and the institutions of religion. We thank 
thee for all those favours which thou hast 
shown in times past unto our fathers, and 
for that general blessing which is now dif- 
fused throughout the community. We ac- 
knowledge and bless thee as the ruler of the 
seasons, from whose bounty we derive the 
constant supply of our wants, and all the 
delights of which our senses are the me- 
dium. We bless thee as the Lord of provi- 
dence, whose care sustains us every mo- 
ment, and whose protection is our only se- 
curity. We thank thee, heavenly Parent, 
for those friends who have contributed 
so much to our happiness ; for all the joys 
which flow from the domestic relations, 
and for those innumerable mercies of a 
personal nature which we now possess^ 
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We unitedly praise thee^ as the Father of 
the families of all the earth, and give thee 
our thanks for the blessings, which, as a 
family, we have enjoyed the past year. 
Laden with the experience of thy good<^ 
ness, we would adore the hand which has 
been the cause of so much happiness to us. 
Especially when we consider how unwor- 
thy we have been of the favours bestowed 
on us, we are constrained to magnify the 
exceeding riches of thy grace. Thou art 
kind, O Heavenly Father, to the evil and 
unthankful. Nor hast thou confined thy 
goodness to the present world, but, by 
thine unspeakable gift in the salvation of the 
world, hast laid us under the most powerful 
obligations to ceaseless praises. Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, for spiritual mercies in heavenly 
things in Christ Jesus ; for the precious 
promises of pardon and eternal life ; for 
the life, doctrine, and precepts of Jesus ; 
for his resurrection as the pledge of our 
resurrection ; and for his intercession at 
the right hand of the majesty on high. 
O Gop, teach us to see the worth of those 
benefits which we have received at thy 
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. hands ; and may they induce ua to continual 
endeaTOura to shew forth our gratitude by 
the obedience of our lives. 

And while we are reminded of the bless- 
ings which abound in our own condi- 
tion, may we compassionate all who are 
destitute of them. Dispose us to do good 
according to the blessing we have received; 
Never may we withhold from thee those 
returns which it is in our power to make for 
thy goodness, but impart freely unto all who 
need, as thou shalt give us the opportunity. 
May we temperately enjoy the good things 
of life, and rejoice always with christian 
humility and moderation. 

With cheerful hearts we would com- 
mend ourselves to thy mercy, beseeching 
the continuance of the blessings we now 
possess, so long as may be consistent with 
our eternal well-being. May thy benedic- 
tion rest upon our neighbours, the commu- 
nity in which we dwell, our native land, 
and upon all the families of men throughout 
the earth. 

Hear us, O God, in heaven, thy holy ha- 
bitation ; accept the praises we now offer 
thee, and prepare us for the purer servicefj 
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and nobler enjoyments of a better life, 
through Jesus Christ. Ahbn. 



16. ON OCCASION OF A PUBLIC FAST. 

Great God ! governor and judge of the 
whole earth, who chargest even thine an- 
gels with folly, and before whom the hea- 
vens are not clean, it becomes us, the sinful 
children of men, to bow low in the dust 
before thee, and confess our unworthiness 
and sins. On this day set apart for humi- 
liation and prayer, dispose us to reflect 
with a sober and contrite mind on our 
past lives, and may the services in which 
we shall engage in the house of worship 
be made profitable to our souls. What- 
ever is amiss in this family, may each of us 
be solicitous to correct it ; and with great- 
er zeal and fidelity than we ever yet have 
done, may we apply ourselves to the duties 
of our several stations and relations in life. 
In an especial manner, may we guard our 
conduct in our intercourse with the world, 
that we may not be partakers of other 
men's sins, nor by our example, counte- 
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nance prevalent evil customs or irreligious 
manners. May we so let our light shine 
before men, that they, seeing our good 
works, may glorify our Father who is in 
heaven. Forgive us, if in any measure 
we have been guilty of promoting sin in 
the society around us ; and in time to come, 
may we provide things honest in the sight 
of men, and before thee. By manners of 
spotless purity, and a well-ordered life, 
may we glorify thee, our Gun, and serve 
our generation. Dispose all classes of the 
community to reformation and penitence. 
May intemperance, profaneness, sensuality, 
fraud, violence, discord, and every evil 
work, cease from amongst us; and may 
purity, sobriety, temperance, the fear of 
God, and universal charity prevail. Par- 
don, Merciful Creator, the iniquities of thy 
people; and in thy great patience spare 
them from those evils which their sins have 
provoked. May the religion of Jesus, 
who gave himself for us, and was sent to 
bless us by turning us from our iniquities, 
be preached in its purity and power. And 
wilt thou make the labours of thy minis- 
tering servants effectual to the conversion 
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of the ungodly, the edification of thy church, 
and the spread of christian knowledge, 
piety, and charity. Bless the rulers set 
over us in the Lord. Bless those whose 
duty it is to administer justice. Bless all 
in places of authority and trust. May our 
land be ever favoured of the Most High 
God — the abode of freedom and religion — 
the glory of the whole earth. And may 
that portion of the human race which is 
now in heathenish darkness, groaning un- 
der oppression, and degraded by corrupt 
morals and false religions, come up in re- 
membrance at thy mercy-seat. Deliver 
man, O God, from slavery, ignorance, and 
crime ; send light, liberty, and peace over 
the whole earth ; and let the sun of righte- 
ousness arise with healing in his beams, 
upon all the nations. 

Hear our supplications, pardon our guilt, 
and preserve us from thy judgments, 
through our advocate and mediator, Jesus 
Christ. Amen, 
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17. AT THE CLOSB OF A YEAR. 

O God ! the hearer of prayer, we re- 
joice in the privilege of opening our hearts 
before thee, of supplicating thy mercy, 
and imploring the blessings we need. The 
heaven and heaven of heavens cannot con- 
tain thee, yet thou dwellest with the hum^ 
ble and contrite heart. The host of hea- 
ven worship thee, and archangels veil their 
faces in thy presence ; yet shall our pray- 
ers rise to thee as incense, and our devo- 
tion as the evening sacrifice. Thou dwell- 
est in light inaccessible and full of glory : 
thou coverest thyself with ligiit, sb with a 
garment, and makest darkness thy pavi- 
lion ;-^yet thou regardest the things that 
are <}one in heaven and on ecu-th; thou 
clothest the lily of the valley ; thou watch- 
est the sparrow in its fall, and even the 
hairs of our head are numbered. 

To whom should we go but unto thee ! 
Unto thee, whose providence is thus bound- 
less and minute; who knowest all our 
wants, and who alone art able to supply 
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them ; who continually carest for US| and 
whose mercies extend beyonc^ this life into 
eternity. — Whither should we go but unto 
, thee ! The riches, the pomps, the plea* 
sures and honours of the world, are fleet- 
ing and unsatisfactory. We are but of 
yesterday, and know nothing. Our facul- 
ties, how weak; our virtues, how debased by 
selfishness, by ignorance, and error ! And 
life — ^it is even a vapour, which appeareth 
but a little while, and then vanisheth away. 
But thou hast immortality — ^tfaou art ex* 
eellent in power, and mighty in wisdom. 
Thou knowest all things, and thy counsel 
standeth for ever. — To whom should we 
go but unto thee. Here, every thing is 
changing. The fashion of the world pass- 
eth away. Man dieth, and wasteth away. 
His beauty shall consume in the grave, and 
his place shall know him no more. Days> 
months, seasons, years, perpetually ad- 
vance to a change, and roll unceasingly 
away. Of old hast thou laid the founda- 
tions of the earth, and the heavens are the 
work of thy hand; but even they shall 
perish — ^yea, all of them shall wax old, as 
doth a garment, and as a vesture shalt thou 
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change them, and they shall be changed. 
Thou only, O Gou, art unchanged and un- 
changeable, and thy years shall not fail. 
Whom then should we have in heaven but 
thee, and what upon earth should we desire 
beside thee ! 

God of our lives, and inexhausted foun- 
tain of mercy, we penitently confess our 
multiplied transgressions. Thou hast en- 
dowed us with rational souls, and hast 
beamed on our actions the steady light 
of conscience. But we have too often 
abused our reason, and shut our hearts to 
the admonitions of thy grace. Thou hast 
given us thy word as the rule of our lives ; 
but we have preferred our own will to thine, 
and have gone astray from thy commands. 
We have been inconstant in our best pur- 
poses — have failed in our best endeavours, 
and been weary in the way to heaven. 
When we look back through the year 
which is now drawing to a close, and con- 
sider the time we have wasted or misspent ; 
our strenuous exertions after imaginary 
good, and our neglect of our truest and 
best interests ; our inordinate cares for the 
things of a moment, and our thoughtless* 
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ness of our immortal souls ; when we con- 
sider the little good we have done, and the 
numberless opportunities of usefulness we 
have neglected ; [when we remember our 
malevolent and selfish designs, our impure 
and vain imaginations, our idle words and 
slanderous insinuations, the pride and va- 
nity of our spirit, the peevishness and 
violence of our passions and affections;] 
when we remember our ingratitude to 
thee, our creator, preserver, and redeemer ; 
our indevotion ; the coldness and impe- 
nitency of our hearts ; when we compare 
our lives with that standard of perfect pu- 
rity thou hast enjoined on us, we are con- 
founded with the sense of our inipiety and 
sinfulness. O reward us not after our 
iniquities, and let not thy compassions 
cease from us. Let not this year be our 
last year; but prolong to us the day of 
grace, and the means of salvation, 

O God, we offer unto thee our thanksgi- 
vings for the mercies in which thou art 
continually displaying thyself unto us. 
We would thank thee especially for thy 
goodness to us through the year which is 
past, and for the innumerable blessings 
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which surround us. [We entreat thee to 
sanctify to us the afflictions thou hast this 
year appointed to us. We know that thou 
orderest all things for the best; and we 
would not murmur nor repine that thou 
hast given and hast taken away.] 

We commend ourselves to thy care. 
Prepare us for life ; prepare us for death, 
and for eternity. May we go on our way 
with new resolutions of obedience, with 
new gratitude for thy mercies, and new vi- 
gour to perform all thy will. And when 
our time shall be no more, receive us 
to thjTself in glory ; through Jesus Christ. 
Amen* 



18. FOR A NEW YEAR. 

O Oon, who hast brought us to the be- 
ginning of a new year, incite us to redeem 
the time misspent. We devoutly dedicate 
our lives to thee ; entreating thee to forgive 
our past offences, to help our infirmities, 
and inspire us with holy purposes of 
amendment, with new and better principles 
of obedience. Thou art calling us to ob« 
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serve the revolutions of time, and the lapse 
of life. Thou measurest out to us our 
allotted portion, and continually remindest 
us of our progress towards its close. 
Our times are in thy hands. We look 
back on the past, and perceive thy provi- 
dence directing every event. We look 
forward on the year before us, and all is 
darkness and uncertainty ; but we know 
that thou wilt dispose all things, and we 
feel that thou art our protector and friend. 
Teach us to receive thy blessings with 
thankfulness, and to meet the troubles 
which thou appointest with fortitude. And 
as this may be to some of u* our last year, 
animate us to greater diligence and circum- 
spection. We thank thee, O merciful 
God, that thou hast so long borne with 
our many infirmities and provocations ; 
that thou hast so long permitted us to par- 
take of the joys of life, and to behold in 
thy works thy wisdom and goodness. We 
now commit ourselves to thee. Do with 
us as thou wilt. Make us faithful unto the 
end, and prepare us to obey thy call to an- 
other and a better world, through Jesus 
Christ. Am£n. 



